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4-Years Report - President - 
 
As part of my election to President of IWBF in July 2014 at the World Congress in Incheon, 
Korea, I pledged to focus on the four main areas in my tenure, they were development, 
communication, administration and marketing. 
 
My first responsibility as president was to welcome the six new elected Executive Council 
members on board. The change in personnel offered the chance to modify work flows and 
implement new ideas which was done from the very beginning.  
 
In the initial meeting of the Council, still in 2014, we concentrated on reflecting on the status 
quo of our federation as well as developing visions for the future.  The meeting was conducted 
by an external professional moderator, with expertise in communication and marketing, the 
aim was to expand the minds of the Council to the new opportunities and aspects available 
for our organisation. 
 
The first objective was to concentrate on development, and to evolve a clear concept and 
strategy on how to improve and implement sustainable resources on a world level that would 
support and grow the sport, in collaboration with our zones. An important part of the strategy 
was to increase our network of stakeholders who work in this field, an area we have taken 
successful strides forward in, with important co-operation agreements signed with both the 
International Red Cross (ICRC) and the United Nations Office on Sport for Development and 
Peace (UNOSDP). 
 
To be able to attain my second goal - improving the communication of IWBF - we undertook 
an analysis of IWBF’s communication tools and skills, both internal and external. 
The result was a complete revision of our communication structures and processes, including 
better and increased use of our social media channels, the IWBF e-news and FIBA Daily, to 
allow us to engage with a wider audience. There was also the creation of the new website 
which was launched ahead of the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games, to maximise our exposure and 
capture interest from across the globe. Plus, the endeavour to intensify our interaction with 
our NOWBs, to inform and share with them IWBF’s ongoing activities and efforts.  
 
Administration was also a key element that needed to be addressed to guarantee the optimal 
performance of IWBF. An effective workforce, that balanced full-time staff and volunteers, 
was devised under the name ‘Operations’ to manage the day to day running of the federation 
and relieve the Secretary General of what was currently a very large workload. In April 2016, 
thanks to the support of the German Federation, Norbert Kucera became IWBF’s first 
dedicated staff member and took over the management of ‘Operations’ and led in the 
establishment of the administration section.  
 
In addition to this appointment, the German Federation also have assisted in providing IWBF 
with two other members of staff, a Communication and Marketing Manager and a person 
dedicated to Operations Management, supporting the work of the commissions. There are 
also nine additional individuals who assist for IWBF on either a volunteer base or are part of 
the workforce kindly provided by FIBA. 
 



Our main target for the next term is to continue to put a strong impetus on creating a 
sustainable administration process for our federation, this will include the necessity to 
discover new financial resources to allow IWBF to independently employ its own personnel. 
The strategy is for a small staff leadership group to optimise output and maintain the capacity 
of work required by working with our highly competent and motivated volunteers. 
 
Another area in which I wanted to focus on in my first term of presidency was marketing, and 
I stressed that IWBF had to start acting in this field. As our sport continues to grow, the public 
interest and media coverage of our major events increases, this opens up business 
opportunities we have to be primed for.  
 
We have cautiously taken our first steps into the world of marketing and can already report 
our first success, the new partnership agreement with Molten as a global partner and official 
ball supplier. (Additionally, we are proud to close to sign an agreement with 'Dentsu' one of 
the largest advertising and marketing agencies in the world.  However, acquiring sponsors and 
partners comes with its own obligations and we must be prepared to deliver what we promise. 
Our events and our hosts must meet the high standards we set demonstrating the value of 
our sport and its public appeal.  We have just started to make progress in this area and we are 
hopeful the next term will bring a significant increase of financial income from sponsors and 
partners. 
 
In the second half of my term, we have also been preparing ourselves for the intended 
departure of the Secretary General in August 2018. After sixteen years of serving as a fulltime 
volunteer, IWBF can proudly determine the continued growth of our organisation is 
inseparably connected to one name, Mrs Maureen Orchard. Without her, IWBF would not be 
where we are today, and no words can express our gratitude.  
 
Over the past two years, to make the transition process as smooth as possible, Maureen has 
transferred responsibilities and knowledge to 'Operations' and to her potential successor. 
Despite the handover being made, there will be no doubt that Maureen’s knowledge will be 
required from time to time when new challenges arise, and it is reassuring to know Maureen 
will be on hand for advice should IWBF or her successor need it. 
 
One of the most important undertakings that has happened during the last four years is the 
burgeoning co-operation between ourselves and FIBA, as it underlies most of our activity. FIBA 
have continued to champion IWBF’s evolution, warmly welcoming the relocation of our 
headquarters to the House of Basketball, in Mies, Switzerland in 2015, as well as providing us 
with a liaison officer at FIBA, to assist our Secretary General.  
 
Following taking office at House of Basketball, IWBF now intends to move the registration of 
the organisation to Switzerland. Regardless of the challenges faced to close the registered 
company in Great Britain and establish the non-profit organisation under Swiss law, our move 
to Switzerland provides the best set up for the future of IWBF as well as significant advantages 
to be situated under the same laws as the majority of international sport federations. 
 
As detailed IWBF has been very active so far under my presidency, and I have been pleased to 
be able start and deliver on a number of the topics, as promised, which are fundamental to 
our organisation.  



 
Nevertheless, this is just the beginning and there is a great deal of work and new challenges 
waiting in front of us if we want to achieve success. We will only succeed if we all work 
together, zones, NOWBs, athletes, officials and volunteers, all who unite to the same concept: 
We are Wheelchair Basketball. 
 
Respectfully given, May 2018 
 
Ulf Mehrens, President 



 
Stephen Bach 
Vice President’s 4 Year Report 
August 24, 2018 
IWBF World Congress  
Hamburg Germany 
 
 
 
Committee Development 
 

Feb 2015  Met with a preliminary working group to establish Terms of Reference for a proposed 
Development Committee with the following mandate: 

 

• To offer support and leadership to our Zones in their efforts to advance and 
grow the game 

• To hold Zones responsible for planning and delivering development initiatives 
within their Zones 

• To organize a communications structure that connects and engages ongoing 
communications between our NOWBs, our Zones and the IWBF 

• To collect and maintain baseline data on the state of our sport development 
throughout all Zones 

 
April 2017 Established a preliminary workflow for IWBF Development operations to ensure an 

integrated approach to developing partnerships, coordinating projects and delivering 
programs supported by the IWBF (see attached workflow) 

 
 
 
Partnership Development 
 

April 2016  The IWBF Signed a Letter of Intent with the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) with the aim of cooperating in good faith to share contacts, networks, expertise 
and ideas in the interests of promoting physical rehabilitation and facilitating program 
growth in wheelchair basketball around the world 

 
Dec 2016 The IWBF signed a Letter of Intent with the United Nations Office on Sport for Peace 

and Development (UNOSDP) forming a partnership to explore, plan and realize projects 
that use wheelchair sport as a means to therapy, inclusion, and new self-sustaining 
structures in the sport  

 
March 2017 The IWBF participated in an International Federation Sport Development Workshop with 

the Agitos Foundation whereat partnership foundations were laid, sport development 
priories were enumerated, and Agitos Foundation program funding opportunities were 
identified 

 
April 2017 Drafted a proposal with FIBA outlining a five-year plan for the ‘Inclusion Project’, a joint 

project by FIBA and IWBF to enhance the dialogue and collaboration between clubs, 
players, leagues, federations and global organizations from both sport bodies through 
the power of each organization’s global roles 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Project Development and Delivery 
 
The IWBF has been successful this quadrennial in securing partnership and project funding from the 
Agitos Foundation, the development arm of the International Paralympic Committee whose key focus is to 
attract funding and distribute resources and expertise where parasport development is most needed.  
Included in the projects funded this quadrennial by Agitos and conducted by the IWBF are the following:      

 
March 2015 Under 30 Referees Clinic held in Toronto Canada 

• Held in conjunction with the International Referee Instructors Clinic, participants 
including current and potential referee candidates under the age of 30 years were 
offered advanced training, ongoing mentoring and an opportunity to acquire 
international licensing  

 
March 2015  Clinic for International Referee Instructors held in Toronto Canada 

• Participants including former and current officials with significant IWBF experience 
from all zones were offered in-depth training in rules, interpretation, teaching skills 
and instructor competencies in an effort to expand the IWBF base of International 
Referee Instructors 

 
June 2016 Introduction to Wheelchair Basketball held for Developing NOWBs in India held in 

Hyderabad, India 

• Participants including players, coaches, medical profesionals, referees and 
administrators from some ten provinces received an introduction to four modules 
covering coaching/player development, classification, officiating and governance 

 
April 2017  Women’s Development Camp held in Chon Buri, Thailand 

• Participants included 70 women and 20 coaches representing the nations of 
Afghanistan, Bahrain, Cambodia, Indonesia, India, Iraq, Japan Jordan, Korea, Laos, 
Nepal, Oman, Palestine and Thailand 

 
 
Personal Contributions  
 
I offer the following listing of my additional activities over the last four years in my various roles serving 
the sport of wheelchair basketball: 
 

• President of Wheelchair Basketball Canada since 2005  

- Hosted 2014 Women’s World Wheelchair Basketball Championships 
- Hosted 2017 Men’s U23 World Wheelchair Basketball Championships 

 

• Member of Canada Basketball Finance Committee since 2007 
 

• Development Officer with IWBF Americas ending in September 2015 
 

 

• Competition Officer with IWBF Americas since September 2015 

• IWBF Technical positions since 2014 as follows: 

- TTC - 2014 Men's World Wheelchair Basketball Championships (Inchon, KR) 
- Sport Organizing Chair - TO2015 Parapan American Games (Toronto, CA) 

- TD – 2015 Women’s South America Championship (Cali, CO) 
- TD – 2016 Andina Cup Qualifier (Santiago, CL) 

- TD – 2016 Men’s and Women’s South American Championships (Cali, CO) 
- TTC – 2016 Paralympic Games (Rio de Janeiro, BR) 

- ATD – 2016 Central America and Caribbean Championship (San Jose, CR) 

- ATD – 2017 Women’s South America Championship (Lima, PE) 



- TD – 2017 Men’s and Women’s Americas Cup (Cali, CO) 
- ATD – 2018 Para Central American Games (Managua, NI) 

- TD – 2018 Men’s Central America and Caribbean Championship (San Jose, CR) 
- TD – 2018 Women’s South America Championship (Lima, PE) 
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TREASURY REPORT  
Hamburg, August 2018 

 
This report is a summary of the Audited Financial Statements for 2014, 2015, 2016 and Unaudited 
Financial Statements for 2017. 
 
I would like to thank the Treasury Team for their efforts over the last 4 years with special thank you 
to Maureen Orchard for her tireless efforts and contributions. 
The Team; 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maureen Orchard   Steve Spilka      Andrew Schoeman 
 

It is with great sadness that IWBF on Sunday 1 July 2018 heard of the passing of Steve Spilka. 
 

Steve, an IWBF Gold Triad Award recipient, dedicated a huge amount of his time and efforts to 
supporting IWBF, having served on the Executive Council as Treasurer from 1997 to 2014. 

Following his departure from the board in 2014, he continued to support Secretary-General, 
Maureen Orchard, and the Treasury, with the finances. 

IWBF Secretary-General, Maureen Orchard, said “Steve Spilka was a player, coach, zonal 
classifier, mentor and Gold Medal Triad winner. More he was a friend that you could count on, a 

fair man who listened to both sides of the discussion and gave me good council whenever I 
needed it. He was as good as they come – I will miss his dry humour, talking to him about the 

dog and his family and sharing the latest happenings in IWBF. He truly cared about others. We 
have all lost a good friend.” 

 
Sad loss, our thoughts and prayers are with his family at this difficult time 
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Treasury Reports have been tabled at the following meetings of the period of 4 years; 
 

 December 2014  – Frankfurt, Germany 

 April 2015   – Mies, Switzerland 

 September 2015 - Worcester, UK 

 April 2016  - Mies, Switzerland 

 October 2016   - Vienna, Austria 

 April 2017  - Mies, Switzerland 

 November 2017 - Hamburg, Germany 

 April 2018  - Mies, Switzerland 

Audited Financials 
 

2014 Audited Statement (Annexure A) 

 
2015 Audited Statement (Annexure B) 

 
2016 Audited Statement (Annexure C) 

 
2017 Unaudited Statement (Annexure D) 

 
 
 

Debtors 
Cash                                  

(Bank and in 
hand) 

Creditors Income Expenditure Surplus Deficit 

$36 869,00 $619 031,00 $115 108,00 $657 035,00 $611 188,00 $45 847,00 $0,00 

Debtors 
Cash                                  

(Bank and in 
hand) 

Creditors Income Expenditure Surplus Deficit 

$110 121,00 $579 195,00 $118 694,00 $344 421,00 $313 749,00 $30 672,00 $0,00 

Debtors 
Cash                                  

(Bank and in 
hand) 

Creditors Income Expenditure Surplus Deficit 

$77 337,00 $564 620,00 $78 166,00 $298 792,00 $305 875,00 $0,00 $7 083,00 

Debtors 
Cash                                  

(Bank and in 
hand) 

Creditors Income Expenditure Surplus Deficit 

$212 349,04 $560 505,67 $159 663,92 $488 418.10 $450 878.43 $37 539.67 $0,00 
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Goods in Kind (GIK) 
2016 and 2017 Financial Years showed significant administrative support in this regard and the IWBF 
thanks FIBA for overall support (financially and administrative) and for the provision of personnel, 
and for the support on personnel level to the German federation, The Rehabilitation Center BG 
Klinikum Hamburg and The Rehabilitation Center BG Klinikum Halle. 
 
For the 2018 Financial Year the audited financial will reflecting GIK in terms of a specific line item 
indicting the value. Further input will be required from the Auditors but all of this will be impacted 
by the preparation to move registration to Switzerland as that context and requirements are 
understood. 
 
2018 Budget (Annexure E) 
Income projected of $718 000 against a projected expense of $755 840 with a budget deficit of       
$37 840. 
 
Generally our income budget projections over the last 4 years has proved to be accurate, although 
our membership fees figures continue to reflect what was invoiced in the year rather than what was 
actually received. Income received relating to both the Men’s and Women’s World Championships 
is also accurate, the only difference being in the projected income from Delegate Fees at the World 
Congress, may fluctuate.  
 
With the World Championships taking precedence, expenditure is normally on budget. The 
remaining budgetary items remain relatively constant demonstrated by the trends over the last 4 
years. 
 
Thank you, 
 

  
Craig Moorgas 
Treasurer 
 
Annexures 
Annexure A – 2014 Audited Statements 
Annexure B – 2015 Audited Statements 
Annexure C – 2016 Audited Statements 
Annexure D – 2017 Unaudited Yearend Statement 
Annexure E – 2018 Budget 
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INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION

DIRECTORS' REPORT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014

- 1 -

The directors present their report and financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2014.

Principal activities
International Wheelchair Basketball Federation is the sole world governing body for international wheelchair 
basketball.

The principal activities are the promotion and development of wheelchair basketball and associated sports 
worldwide. It is the governing body for the scheduling and conduct of all international contests and 
championships in wheelchair basketball and working with national federations from around the world it is a 
forum for the discussion and approval of rules for wheelchair basketball.

International Wheelchair Basketball Federation is a company limited by guarantee. The members are the 
national federations representing wheelchair basketball from around the world. Every member undertakes to 
contribute up to £10 to the company's assets if required should the company be wound up. Members are 
elected to the Executive Council by the delegates of national federations present at the World Congress, 
which is convened during the World Championships every four years.

The Directors would like to thank all those who have supported the Federation and its work promoting the 
sport of wheelchair basketball over the past year. We would also like to thank FIBA and the International 
Paralympic Committee for financial support during the year.

Directors
The following directors have held office since 1 January 2014:

Mrs. Maureen Orchard
Mr. Stephen Spilka

Qualifying 3rd party indemnity provisions
The company maintains insurance policies on behalf of all the directors against liability arising from 
negligence, breach of duty and breach of trust in relation to the company.

This report has been prepared in accordance with the special provisions relating to small companies within 
Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006.

By order of the board

..............................
Mr. Stephen Spilka
Secretary
.........................



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION

REPORT TO THE DIRECTORS ON THE PREPARATION OF THE
UNAUDITED STATUTORY ACCOUNTS OF INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR 
BASKETBALL FEDERATION

- 2 -

In order to assist you to fulfil your duties under the Companies Act 2006, we have prepared for your approval 
the financial statements of International Wheelchair Basketball Federation for the year ended 31 December 
2014 set out on pages 3 to 7 from the company's accounting records and from information and explanations 
you have given us.

As a practising member firm of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales, we are subject to 
its ethical and other professional requirements which are detailed at icaew.com/regulations.

This report is made solely to the Board of Directors of International Wheelchair Basketball Federation, as a 
body, in accordance with the terms of our engagement letter dated 7 April 2010. Our work has been 
undertaken solely to prepare for your approval the financial statements of International Wheelchair Basketball 
Federation and state those matters that we have agreed to state to the Board of Directors of International 
Wheelchair Basketball Federation, as a body, in this report in accordance with AAF 2/10 as detailed at 
icaew.com/compilation. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to 
anyone other than International Wheelchair Basketball Federation and its Board of Directors as a body, for our 
work or for this report.

It is your duty to ensure that International Wheelchair Basketball Federation has kept adequate accounting 
records and to prepare statutory financial statements that give a true and fair view of the assets, liabilities, 
financial position and profit of International Wheelchair Basketball Federation. You consider that International 
Wheelchair Basketball Federation is exempt from the statutory audit requirement for the year.

We have not been instructed to carry out an audit or a review of the financial statements of International 
Wheelchair Basketball Federation. For this reason, we have not verified the accuracy or completeness of the 
accounting records or information and explanations you have given to us and we do not, therefore, express 
any opinion on the statutory accounts.

Lyon Griffiths Limited .........................

Chartered Accountants 17 Alvaston Business Park
Middlewich Road
Nantwich
Cheshire
CW5 6PF



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014

- 3 -

2014 2013
Notes $ $

Turnover 2 657,035 403,281

Administrative expenses (611,188) (337,315)

Surplus on ordinary activities before 
taxation 45,847 65,966

Tax on surpus on ordinary activities 3 - -

Surplus for the year 7 45,847 65,966



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION

BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2014

- 4 -

2014 2013
Notes $ $ $ $

Fixed assets
Tangible assets 4 24 24

Current assets
Debtors 5 36,027 33,869
Cash at bank and in hand 619,031 541,086

655,058 574,955
Creditors: amounts falling due within 
one year 6 (115,108) (80,852)

Net current assets 539,950 494,103

Total assets less current liabilities 539,974 494,127

Reserves
Bridging Fund 7 44,321 44,321
Reserve Fund 7 297,329 271,229
General Fund 7 198,324 178,577

539,974 494,127

For the financial year ended 31 December 2014 the company was entitled to exemption from audit under section 
477 of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small companies.

The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its financial statements for the year in 
question in accordance with section 476.

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act with respect to 
accounting records and the preparation of financial statements.

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies 
subject to the small companies' regime and the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities (effective April 
2008).

Approved by the Board for issue on .........................

..............................
Mrs. Maureen Orchard
Director

Company Registration No. 03469961



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014

- 5 -

1 Accounting policies

1.1 Accounting convention
The financial statements are prepared under the historical cost convention and in accordance with the 
Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities (effective April 2008).

1.2 Changes in accounting policies
The financial statements have been prepared in US Dollars, which is a change from previous years.  The 
company is international, and the functional currency is US Dollars. In the view of the directors, it is 
necessary to show the financial statements in the company's functional currency in order to show a true 
and fair view. The comparative figures have been restated to the functional currency. 

1.3 Turnover
Turnover represents membership and competition fees, donations and grants received, and income from 
other goods and services supplied from continuing activities of the company.

1.4 Tangible fixed assets and depreciation
Tangible fixed assets are stated at cost or valuation less depreciation. Depreciation is provided at rates 
calculated to write off the cost or valuation less estimated residual value of each asset over its expected 
useful life, as follows:

Office equipment over 2 - 4 years

1.5 Foreign currency translation
The financial statements are prepared in US Dollars. The rate of exchange used to translate sterling 
balances into US Dollars at 31 December 2014 was £0.6438 = $1. Monetary assets and liabilities 
denominated in non-US Dollar currencies are translated into US Dollars at the rates of exchange ruling at 
the balance sheet date. Transactions in non-US Dollar currencies are recorded at the rate ruling at the 
date of the transaction. All differences are taken to the income and expenditure account.

2 Turnover

In the year to 31 December 2014 94% (2013 - 94%) of the company's turnover was to markets outside the 
United Kingdom.

3 Taxation

The company is a non-profit making organisation and it is not anticipated that tax will be payable on the 
results shown by the financial statements.



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014

- 6 -

4 Tangible fixed assets
Plant and 

machinery etc

$
Cost or valuation
At 1 January 2014 & at 31 December 2014 21,358

Depreciation
At 1 January 2014 & at 31 December 2014 21,334

Net book value
At 31 December 2014 24

At 31 December 2013 24

5 Debtors 2014 2013
$ $

Membership and competition fees receivable 36,027 33,869

6 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 2014 2013
$ $

Fees and expenses payable 71,853 34,034
Taxation and social security 241 256
Other creditors 43,014 46,562

115,108 80,852



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014

- 7 -

7 Statement of movements on reserves
Bridging 

Fund
Reserve Fund General Fund

$ $ $

Balance at 1 January 2014 44,321 271,229 178,577
Surplus for the year - - 45,847
Transfer - 26,100 (26,100)

Balance at 31 December 2014 44,321 297,329 198,324

Income and the need for expenditure fluctuate from year to year depending on events planned. The 
directors set aside the Reserve Fund to provide for identified future requirements. The Bridging Fund is 
accumulated from surpluses on international tournaments to cover years in which there is little activity or 
deficit.

8 Related party relationships and transactions

At 31 December 2014 the company owed Maureen Orchard, a director and Secretary General, $19,831 
(2013 $39,732).

Maureen Orchard received $220,000 (2013 $154,021) to pay company expenses. The amount was fully 
covered by expenses. No interest is charged or received on outstanding balances.
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INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION

DETAILED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014

2014 2013
$ $ $ $

Turnover
Membership and Tournament Fees 556,737 295,674
FIBA Grants 50,000 50,000
IPC Grants 48,234 54,884
Other income 2,064 2,723

657,035 403,281

Administrative expenses (611,188) (337,315)

Operating surplus 45,847 65,966



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION

SCHEDULE OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014

2014 2013
$ $

Administrative expenses
Zone membership fees 11,225 9,150
Zone qualification tournaments - 44,250
Zone administration 7,500 7,500
Zone special projects 15,000 15,000
Competitions 464,172 152,519
Executive Council expenses 66,629 43,772
Special projects - 20,242
Commissions administration 7,165 10,012
Awards costs - 173
Office expenses 6,844 9,168
Postage and stationery 916 2,650
Advertising and promotions 10,565 4,600
Telephone and fax 2,819 1,709
Entertaining and hospitality 600 600
Legal and professional fees 8,380 7,500
Bank charges 1,730 1,410
Bad and doubtful debts 680 -
Staff costs 6,350 6,225
Loss on foreign exchange 613 835

611,188 337,315
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INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION 

DIRECTORS' REPORT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 

The directors present their annual report and financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2016. 

Principal activities 
International Wheelchair Basketball Federation is the sole world governing body for international wheelchair 
basketball. 

The principal activities are the promotion and development of wheelchair basketball and associated sports 
worldwide. It is the governing body for the scheduling and conduct of all international contests and 
championships in wheelchair basketball and working with national federations from around the world it is a forum 
for the discussion and approval of rules for wheelchair basketball. 

International Wheelchair Basketball Federation is a company limited by guarantee. The members are the 
national federations representing wheelchair basketball from around the world. Every member undertakes to 
contribute up to £10 to the company's assets if required should the company be wound up. Members are elected 
to the Executive Council by the delegates of national federations present at the World Congress, which is 
convened during the World Championships every four years. 

The Directors would like to thank all those who have supported the Federation and its work promoting the sport 
of wheelchair basketball over the past year. We would also like to thank FIBA and the International Paralympic 
Committee for financial support during the year. 

Directors 
The directors who held office during the year and up to the date of signature of the financial statements were as 
follows: 

Stephen Spilka (Resigned 22 January 2016) 
Maureen Orchard (Resigned 22 January 2016) 
Ulf Mehrens (Appointed 25 January 2016) 
Craig Moorgas (Appointed 22 January 2016) 
Norbert Kucera (Appointed 22 January 2016) 
Francisca Ravestein 
Donald Perriman (Appointed 22 January 2016) 
M.D. Charlie Bethel (Appointed 22 January 2016) 
Demirhan Serefhan 
Toufic Aliouche (Appointed 22 January 2016) 
Maria Baliz (Appointed 22 January 2016) 
Walter Pfaller 
Hamid Elaouni 

This report has been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies entitled to the small 
companies exemption. 

By order of the board 

Charlie Bethel 
Secretary 
^0 



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS' REPORT TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON THE 
PREPARATION OF THE UNAUDITED STATUTORY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF 
INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
31 DECEMBER 2016 

In order to assist you to fulfil your duties under the Companies Act 2006, we have prepared for yo ur approval the 
financial statements of International Wheelchair Basketball Federation for the year ended 31 December 2016 set 
out on pages 3 to 7 from the company's accounting records and from information and explanations you have 
given us. 

As a practising member firm of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales (ICAEW), we are 
subject to its ethical and other professional requirements which are detailed at http://www.icaew.com/en/ 
members/regulations-standards-and-guidance/ 

This report is made solely to the Board of Directors of International Wheelchair Basketball Federation, as a body, 
in accordance with the terms of our engagement letter dated 29 September 2016. Our work has been 
undertaken solely to prepare for your approval the financial statements of International Wheelchair Basketball 
Federation and state those matters that we have agreed to state to the Board of Directors of International 
Wheelchair Basketball Federation, as a body, in this report in accordance with ICAEW Technical Release 07/16 
AAF. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than 
International Wheelchair Basketball Federation and its Board of Directors as a body, for our work or for this 
report. 

It is your duty to ensure that International Wheelchair Basketball Federation has kept adequate accounting 
records and to prepare statutory financial statements that give a true and fair view of the assets, liabilities, 
financial position and deficit of International Wheelchair Basketball Federation. You consider that International 
Wheelchair Basketball Federation is exempt from the statutory audit requirement for the year. 

We have not been instructed to carry out an audit or a review of the financial statements of International 
Wheelchair Basketball Federation. For this reason, we have not verified the accuracy or completeness of the 
accounting records or information and explanations you have given to us and we do not, therefore, express any 
opinion on the statutory financial statements. 

Lyon Griffiths Limited 

Chartered Accountants 17 Alvaston Business Park 
Middlewich Road 
Nantwich 
Cheshire 
CW5 6PF 



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 

2016 2015 
Notes $ $ 

Income 298,792 344,422 
Administrative expenses (305,875) (313,750) 

Operating (deficit)/surplus (7,083) 30,672 

Interest receivable and similar income 228 -

(Deficit)/surplus before taxation (6,855) 30,672 

Taxation 3 - -

(Deficit)/surplus for the financial year 9 (6,855) 30,672 



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION 

BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2016 

Fixed assets 
Tangible assets 

Current assets 
Debtors 
Cash at bank and in hand 

Creditors: amounts falling due within 
one year 

Net current assets 

Total assets less current liabilities 

Notes 
2016 

$ $ 

77,337 
564,620 

641,957 

(78,166) 

563,791 

563,791 

2015 
$ $ 

24 

110,121 
579,195 

689,316 

(118,694) 

570,622 

570,646 

Reserves 
Bridging Fund 7 44,321 44,321 
Reserve Fund 8 297,329 297,329 
General Fund 9 222,141 228,996 

563,791 570,646 

For the financial year ended 31 December 2016 the company was entitled to exemption from audit under section 
477 of the Companies Act 2006. 

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act with respect to 
accounting records and the preparation of financial statements. 

The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its financial statements for the year in 
question in accordance with section 476. 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies 
subject to the small companies' regime. 

The financial statements were approved by the board of directors and authorised for issue on 
and^re-sjgned on its behalf by: 

Director 

Company Registration No. 03469961 



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 

1 Accounting policies 

Company information 
International Wheelchair Basketball Federation is a private company limited by guarantee incorporated in 
England and Wales. The registered office is c/o British Wheelchair Basketball, Sportpark, 3 Oakwood 
Drive, Loughborough, LE11 3QF. 

1.1 Accounting convention 
The financial statements are prepared under the historical cost convention. 

The financial statements are prepared in US Dollars, which is the functional currency of the company. 
Monetary amounts in these financial statements are rounded to the nearest $. 

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, modified to include the 
revaluation of freehold properties and to include investment properties and certain financial instruments at 
fair value. The principal accounting policies adopted are set out below. 

These financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2016 are the first financial statements of 
International Wheelchair Basketball Federation prepared in accordance with FRS 102, The Financial 
Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland. The date of transition to FRS 102 was 1 
January 2015. The reported financial position and financial performance for the previous period are not 
affected by the transition to FRS 102. 

1.2 Income and expenditure 
Income represents membership and competition fees, donations and grants received, and income from 
other goods and services supplied from continuing activities of the company. 

Expenses include VAT where applicable as the company cannot reclaim it. 

1.3 Tangible fixed assets 
Tangible fixed assets are initially measured at cost and subsequently measured at cost or valuation, net of 
depreciation and any impairment losses. 

Depreciation is recognised so as to write off the cost or valuation of assets less their residual values over 
their useful lives on the following bases: 

Office equipment over 2 - 4 years 

The gain or loss arising on the disposal of an asset is determined as the difference between the sale 
proceeds and the carrying value of the asset, and is credited or charged to surplus or deficit. 

1.4 Foreign exchange 
The financial statements are prepared in US Dollars. The rate of exchange used to translate sterling 
balances into US Dollars at 31 December 2016 was £0.8106 = $1. Monetary assets and liabilities 
denominated in non-US Dollar currencies are translated into US Dollars at the rates of exchange ruling at 
the balance sheet date. Transactions in non-US Dollar currencies are recorded at the rate ruling at the date 
of the transaction. All differences are taken to the income and expenditure account. 

2 Employees 

There were no employees under contracts of employment in this or the preceding year. 



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 

3 Taxation 

The company is a non-profit making organisation and it is not anticipated that tax will be payable on the 
results shown by the financial statements. 

4 Tangible fixed assets 
Plant and machinery etc 

$ 
Cost 
At 1 January 2016 21,358 
Disposals (21,358) 

At 31 December 2016 -

Carrying amount 
At 31 December 2016 

6 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 

Depreciation and impairment 
At 1 January 2016 21,334 
Eliminated in respect of disposals (21,334) 

At 31 December 2016 -

At 31 December 2015 24 

Debtors 
2016 2015 

Amounts falling due within one year: $ $ 

Membership and competition fees receivable 77,337 100,838 
Other debtors - 9,283 

77,337 110,121 

2016 2015 
$ $ 

Fees and expenses payable 51,042 18,057 
Corporation tax 192 230 
Other creditors 26,932 100,407 

78,166 118,694 



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 

7 Bridging Fund 
2016 2015 

$ $ 

At beginning and end of year 44,321 44,321 

8 Reserve Fund 
2016 2015 

$ $ 

At beginning and end of year 297,329 297,329 

9 General Fund 
2016 2015 

$ $ 

At the beginning of the year 228,996 198,324 
(Deficit)/surplus for the year (6,855) 30,672 

At the end of the year 222,141 228,996 

Income and the need for expenditure fluctuate from year to year depending on events planned. The 
directors set aside the Reserve Fund to provide for identified future requirements. The Bridging Fund is 
accumulated from surpluses on international tournaments to cover years in which there is little activity or 
deficit. 



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION 

MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION 

DETAILED TRADING AND INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 

2016 2015 
$ $ $ $ 

Income 
Membership and tournament fees 74,433 230,476 
FIBA grants 65,300 50,000 
IPC grants 40,946 56,007 
Other income 118,113 7,939 

298,792 344,422 

Administrative expenses (305,875) (313,750) 

Operating (deficit)/surplus (7,083) 30,672 

Investment revenues 
Bank interest received 228 

228 

(Deficit)/surplus before taxation (6,855) 30,672 



INTERNATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL FEDERATION 

SCHEDULE OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 

2016 2015 
$ $ 

Administrative expenses 
Zone membership fees 17,047 15,425 
Zone qualification tournaments 1,750 36,000 
Zone administration 10,000 7,500 
Zone special projects 20,000 15,000 
Staff costs 9,549 -

Competitions 127,459 94,923 
Executive Council expenses 63,137 75,840 
Special projects 20,723 35,213 
Office expenses 7,586 10,842 
Legal and professional fees 4,560 7,266 
Bank charges 1,102 1,431 
Postage and stationery 1,757 2,360 
Advertising and promotions 6,029 2,573 
Telephone and fax 2,602 2,445 
Entertaining and hospitality 1,975 600 
Commissions administration 8,185 3,120 
Awards costs 1,300 2,820 
Loss on disposal of tangible assets 24 -

Loss on foreign exchange 1,090 392 

305,875 313,750 
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IWBF
Comparative Income Statement

Actual
01/01/2017 to
31/12/2017

Budget
01/01/2017 to
31/12/2017 Percent

REVENUE

MEMBERSHIP FEES
NOWB 48,400.00 51,600.00 -6.20
REFEREE 4,025.00 3,750.00 7.33
CLASSIFIER 2,500.00 2,750.00 -9.09

SUBTOTAL 54,925.00 58,100.00 -5.46

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP FEES 54,925.00 58,100.00 -5.46

QUALIFICATION TOURNAMEN...
IWBF AMERICAS 23,500.00 23,500.00 0.00
IWBF AFRICA 15,000.00 15,000.00 0.00
IWBF ASIA OCEANIA 30,500.00 30,500.00 0.00
IWBF EUROPE 30,500.00 30,500.00 0.00

SUBTOTAL 99,500.00 99,500.00 0.00

TOTAL QT FEES 99,500.00 99,500.00 0.00

WORLD U23M/U25W
SANCTION FEE 5,000.00 5,000.00 0.00
TEAM FEES 72,000.23 72,000.00 0.00
TEAM REGISTRATION FEES 148,200.00 148,200.00 0.00
DIRECT QUALIFICATION FEES 0.00 0.00 0.00
LOC FEES 5,001.80 0.00 0.00

SUBTOTAL 230,202.03 225,200.00 2.22

TOTAL WORLD U23M/U25W 230,202.03 225,200.00 2.22

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS FO...
WCM BID FEE 0.00 10,000.00 -100.00

SUB TOTAL 0.00 10,000.00 -100.00

TOTAL WORLD CHAMPIONSH... 0.00 10,000.00 -100.00

GRANTS
IPC 27,550.02 23,000.00 19.78
IPC DEVELOPMENT GRANT 5,266.99 0.00 0.00
FIBA 65,557.67 65,000.00 0.86

SUBTOTAL 98,374.68 88,000.00 11.79

TOTAL GRANTS 98,374.68 88,000.00 11.79

GENERAL INCOME
PLAYER ID CARDS 50.00 150.00 -66.67
PLAYER APPEALS 100.00 0.00 0.00
MIN DISABILITY REVIEW ADM... 400.00 1,000.00 -60.00
CHANGE OF NATIONALITY FEE 0.00 200.00 -100.00
NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICA... 0.00 0.00 0.00
APPEALS 1,500.00 0.00 0.00
FINES 0.00 0.00 0.00
SALES 0.00 250.00 -100.00
U30 REFEREE COURSE FEES 0.00 0.00 0.00
ADVERTISING 0.00 0.00 0.00
SPONSORSHIP 0.00 0.00 0.00
EVENT SANCTION 0.00 0.00 0.00
DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL PR... 0.00 0.00 0.00
DONATIONS 0.00 0.00 0.00
INTEREST 0.00 0.00 0.00
GENERAL 3,366.39 1,000.00 236.64
BRIDGING TRANSFER 0.00 0.00 0.00
PREVIOUS YEAR SURPLUS T... 0.00 0.00 0.00

SUBTOTAL 5,416.39 2,600.00 108.32

TOTAL GENERAL INCOME 5,416.39 2,600.00 108.32

TOTAL REVENUE 488,418.10 483,400.00 1.04
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IWBF
Comparative Income Statement

Actual
01/01/2017 to
31/12/2017

Budget
01/01/2017 to
31/12/2017 Percent

EXPENSE

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
PHONE/FAX 3,269.83 3,500.00 -6.58
COURIER 120.41 1,000.00 -87.96
POSTAGE 0.00 250.00 -100.00
SUPPLIES 1,412.40 2,000.00 -29.38
OFFICE SUPPORT 2,400.00 2,400.00 0.00
EQUIPMENT & REPLACEMEN... 2,481.00 3,000.00 -17.30
STORAGE 900.00 900.00 0.00
MILEAGE 900.00 900.00 0.00
WEB COSTS 2,266.56 3,000.00 -24.45
MISCELLANEOUS 0.00 500.00 -100.00

SUBTOTAL 13,750.20 17,450.00 -21.20

TOTAL ADMINISTRATION 13,750.20 17,450.00 -21.20

PRINTING
RULE BOOKS 551.80 2,000.00 -72.41
MANUALS 0.00 500.00 -100.00
GENERAL 203.11 1,000.00 -79.69

SUBTOTAL 754.91 3,500.00 -78.43

TOTAL PRINTING 754.91 3,500.00 -78.43

FEES AND PROFESSIONAL E...
INSURANCE 1,308.25 1,500.00 -12.78
IPC MEMBERSHIP FEE 667.63 1,500.00 -55.49
ACCOUNTING/LEGAL 6,422.00 7,500.00 -14.37
BANK FEE/CURRENCY LOSS 1,166.43 1,000.00 16.64
BAD DEBT WRITE OFF 0.00 0.00 0.00

SUBTOTAL 9,564.31 11,500.00 -16.83

TOTAL FEES AND PROFESSI... 9,564.31 11,500.00 -16.83

STAFFING
STAFFING 19,610.73 20,000.00 -1.95

TOTAL STAFFING 19,610.73 20,000.00 -1.95

PROMOTIONS
MERCHANDISE 492.00 4,000.00 -87.70
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 436.00 2,000.00 -78.20
OFFICIALS CLOTHING 0.00 2,000.00 -100.00

SUBTOTAL 928.00 8,000.00 -88.40

TOTAL PROMOTIONS 928.00 8,000.00 -88.40

ZONE PAYMENTS
IWBF AFRICA MEMBERSHIP 1,486.31 3,200.00 -53.55
IWBF AFRICA QT 7,500.00 7,500.00 0.00
IWBF AFRICA ADMINISTRATI... 2,500.00 2,500.00 0.00
IWBF AMERICAS-MEMBERSHIP 2,675.00 5,200.00 -48.56
IWBF AMERICAS QT 11,750.00 11,750.00 0.00
IWBF AMERICAS ADMINISTR... 2,500.00 2,500.00 0.00
IWBF ASIA OCEANIA-MEMBE... 2,047.05 6,725.00 -69.56
IWBF ASIA OCEANIA QT 15,250.00 15,250.00 0.00
IWBF ASIA OCEANIA ADMIN. ... 2,500.00 2,500.00 0.00
IWBF EUROPE-MEMBERSHIP 8,250.00 10,265.00 -19.63
IWBF EUROPE QT 15,250.00 15,250.00 0.00
IWBF EUROPE ADMIN. GRANT 2,500.00 2,500.00 0.00
SPECIAL PROJECT GRANTS 20,000.00 20,000.00 0.00

SUBTOTAL 94,208.36 105,140.00 -10.40

TOTAL NOWB PAYMENTS 94,208.36 105,140.00 -10.40

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
GRANT 14,250.00 15,000.00 -5.00
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IWBF
Comparative Income Statement

Actual
01/01/2017 to
31/12/2017

Budget
01/01/2017 to
31/12/2017 Percent

MEETING COSTS 7,833.93 7,500.00 4.45
ADMINISTRATION SUPPORT 568.00 1,000.00 -43.20
PRESIDENTS TRAVEL 27,710.00 20,000.00 38.55
SECRETARY GENERAL TRAV... 24,237.45 25,000.00 -3.05
TRAVEL COSTS 155.00 4,000.00 -96.13
CLOTHING 0.00 2,500.00 -100.00

SUBTOTAL 74,754.38 75,000.00 -0.33

TOTAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 74,754.38 75,000.00 -0.33

HOSPITALITY
HOSPITALITY 600.00 2,500.00 -76.00

TOTAL HOSPITALITY 600.00 2,500.00 -76.00

AWARDS
TRIAD 0.00 500.00 -100.00
IWBF AWARDS 115.00 1,500.00 -92.33

SUBTOTAL 115.00 2,000.00 -94.25

TOTAL AWARDS 115.00 2,000.00 -94.25

COMMISSION ADMIN
COMPETITION COMMISSION 1,706.94 2,500.00 -31.72
CLME 350.00 1,000.00 -65.00
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 400.00 0.00 0.00
MARKETING COMMISSION 899.00 0.00 0.00
PLAYER CLASSIFICATION CO... 3,531.25 2,500.00 41.25
TECHNICAL COMMISSION 3,053.90 6,000.00 -49.10

SUBTOTAL 9,941.09 12,000.00 -17.16

TOTAL COMMISSION ADMIN 9,941.09 12,000.00 -17.16

SPECIAL PROJECTS
SP COMPETITION 0.00 5,000.00 -100.00
SP COMMUNICATIONS 1,037.00 5,000.00 -79.26
SP DEVELOPMENT 0.00 5,000.00 -100.00
SP CLME 500.00 2,500.00 -80.00
SP MARKETING 7,271.82 5,000.00 45.44
SP PLAYER CLASSIFICATION 0.00 12,000.00 -100.00
SP TECHNICAL COMM 0.00 0.00 0.00
VENUE & EQUIPMENT RESEA... 0.00 0.00 0.00
AGITOS PROJECT 16,500.00 30,000.00 -45.00

SUBTOTAL 25,308.82 64,500.00 -60.76

TOTAL SPECIAL PROJECTS 25,308.82 64,500.00 -60.76

PARALYMPICS
PROMOTION 0.00 0.00 0.00
HOSPITALITY 0.00 0.00 0.00
ACCOMMODATION 0.00 0.00 0.00
STAFFING 0.00 0.00 0.00
CLOTHING 0.00 0.00 0.00
SITE VISITS 1,551.90 0.00 0.00

SUBTOTAL 1,551.90 0.00 0.00

TOTAL PARALYMPICS 1,551.90 0.00 0.00

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS FO...
PREPARATION VISITS 200.00 7,500.00 -97.33

SUBTOTAL 200.00 7,500.00 -97.33

TOTAL WORLD CHAMPIONSH... 200.00 7,500.00 -97.33

WORLD CONGRESS
DELEGATE FEES TO LOC 0.00 0.00 0.00
HOSTING 0.00 0.00 0.00

SUBTOTAL 0.00 0.00 0.00
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IWBF
Comparative Income Statement

Actual
01/01/2017 to
31/12/2017

Budget
01/01/2017 to
31/12/2017 Percent

TOTAL WORLD CONGRESS 0.00 0.00 0.00

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS FO...
PREPARATION  VISITS 0.00 0.00 0.00
HOSTING 0.00 0.00 0.00

SUB TOTAL 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL WORLD CHAMPIONSH... 0.00 0.00 0.00

U23M/U25W WORLD CHAMPI...
SITE/PREPARATION VISITS 2,032.73 5,000.00 -59.35
TRAVEL 36,698.00 45,000.00 -18.45
ADMINISTRATION/PER DIEMS 12,660.00 10,000.00 26.60
LOC PAYMENT TEAM FEES 148,200.00 148,200.00 0.00
HOSTING 0.00 2,000.00 -100.00

SUBTOTAL 199,590.73 210,200.00 -5.05

TOTAL U23M/U25W WORLD C... 199,590.73 210,200.00 -5.05

RESERVE
BRIDGING FUND 0.00 0.00 0.00
RESERVE FUND 0.00 30,000.00 -100.00

TOTAL RESERVE 0.00 30,000.00 -100.00

TOTAL EXPENSE 450,878.43 569,290.00 -20.80

NET INCOME 37,539.67 -85,890.00 -143.71



IWBF

Budget - Current Year - 2018

Account # Account Name Amount

4010 NOWB 51 600

4020 REFEREE 3 750

4030 CLASSIFIER 2 750

4060 IWBF AMERICAS 0

4070 IWBF AFRICA 0

4080 IWBF ASIA OCEANIA 0

4090 IWBF EUROPE 0

4105 BID FEE 0

4120 SANCTION FEE 0

4130 TEAM FEES 0

4140 TEAM REGISTRATION FEES 0

4142 DIRECT QUALIFICATION FEES 0

4145 LOC FEES 0

4183 WCM BID FEE 0

4185 WCM IWBF REGISTRATION FEES 182 000

4186 WCM TEAM FEES (LOC) 372 400

4191 DELEGATE FEES 15 000

4205 IPC 23 000

4215 FIBA 65 000

4255 PLAYER ID CARDS 150

4260 PLAYER APPEALS 0

4262 MIN DISABILITY REVIEW ADMIN FEES 1 000

4263 CHANGE OF NATIONALITY FEE 200

4264 NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FEE 0

4265 APPEALS 0

4266 FINES 0

4268 DIRECT QUALIFICATION FEE 0

4270 SALES 250

4290 U30 REFEREE COURSE FEES 0

4390 DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL PROJECT FUND 0

4500 GENERAL 1 000

4550 BRIDGING TRANSFER 0

4560 PREVIOUS YEAR SURPLUS TRANSFER 0

Revenue 718 100

Revenue
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5010 PHONE/FAX 3 500

5015 COURIER 1 000

5020 POSTAGE 250

5025 SUPPLIES 2 000

5027 OFFICE SUPPORT 2 400

5030 EQUIPMENT & REPLACEMENTS 3 000

5035 STORAGE 900

5040 MILEAGE 900

5045 WEB COSTS 5 000

5048 MISCELLANEOUS 500

5060 RULE BOOKS 2 000

5065 MANUALS 500

5067 GENERAL 1 000

5080 INSURANCE 1 500

5082 IPC MEMBERSHIP FEE 1 500

5085 ACCOUNTING/LEGAL 7 500

5090 BANK FEE/CURRENCY LOSS 1 000

5095 BAD DEBT WRITE OFF 0

5105 STAFFING 30 000

5155 MERCHANDISE 4 000

5160 PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 4 000

5165 OFFICIALS CLOTHING 5 000

5205 IWBF AFRICA MEMBERSHIP 3 200

5206 IWBF AFRICA QT 0

5207 IWBF AFRICA ADMINISTRATION GRANT 2 500

5210 IWBF AMERICAS-MEMBERSHIP 5 200

5211 IWBF AMERICAS QT 0

5212 IWBF AMERICAS ADMINISTRATION GRANT 2 500

5215 IWBF ASIA OCEANIA-MEMBERSHIP 6 725

5216 IWBF ASIA OCEANIA QT 0

5217 IWBF ASIA OCEANIA ADMIN. GRANT 2 500

5220 IWBF EUROPE-MEMBERSHIP 10 265

5221 IWBF EUROPE QT 0

5222 IWBF EUROPE ADMIN. GRANT 2 500

5225 SPECIAL PROJECT GRANTS 20 000

5310 GRANT 15 000

5320 MEETING COSTS 7 500

5325 ADMINISTRATION SUPPORT 1 000

Expense
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5330 PRESIDENTS TRAVEL 20 000

5331 SECRETARY GENERAL TRAVEL 25 000

5332 TRAVEL COSTS 4 000

5335 CLOTHING 2 500

5410 HOSPITALITY 2 500

5455 TRIAD 500

5460 IWBF AWARDS 1 500

5510 COMPETITION COMMISSION 2 500

5530 CLME 1 000

5560 PLAYER CLASSIFICATION COMMISSION 2 500

5570 TECHNICAL COMMISSION 3 000

5610 SP COMPETITION 10 000

5620 SP COMMUNICATIONS 5 000

5630 SP DEVELOPMENT 10 000

5640 SP CLME 2 500

5650 SP MARKETING 5 000

5660 SP PLAYER CLASSIFICATION 6 000

5670 SP TECHNICAL COMM 0

5672 VENUE & EQUIPMENT RESEARCH 10 000

5675 AGITOS PROJECT 0

5777 SITE VISITS 5 000

5782 PREPARATION VISITS 5 000

5785 TRAVEL 63 600

5790 ADMINISTRATION/PER DIEMS 25 000

5793 LOC PAYMENT 372 400

5813 HOSTING 10 000

5820 ADMINISTRATION 5 000

5865 LOC PAYMENT 0

5881 SITE/PREPARATION VISITS 0

5882 TRAVEL 0

5883 ADMINISTRATION/PER DIEMS 0

5884 LOC PAYMENT TEAM FEES 0

5885 HOSTING 0

5920 BRIDGING FUND 0

5930 RESERVE FUND 0

Expense 755 840
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Report of the Secretary General to the 7th World Congress 
 

Hamburg, Germany  
 
 

It is a privilege for me to report to you on the occasion of the seventh World Congress of IWBF. I hope 
you will bear with me as I share with you a short story about how I got to where I am at now.  
 
In my report to you in 2014 I spoke about the many changes that I had seen since I came on the 
Executive Council in 1998 as President Competition. At that time, we had just hired our first full time 
Secretary General. This was meant to be our first step in professionalizing the IWBF office. However, it 
became clear that we were not yet financially ready for this move. When the Secretary General decided 
to resign and return to his previous work, IWBF returned to a full time volunteer Executive Council in late 
2002. I had just been elected President and agreed with the support of the Executive that I would assume 
the role of President and Secretary General for the rest of the term while we evaluated our next steps. 
This decision was extended for two more terms in 2006 and again in 2010.  
 
During the period 2010 – 2014 it became clear to me that I had to step down as President or Secretary 
General if IWBF was to meet its full potential. I knew that it was not possible for one person to properly do 
the job of two any longer. So, in 2013 I told the Executive that I would not be standing for President and 
the rest as they say is history.  
 
In 2014 I spoke to the Congress about the importance of separating the functions of President and 
Secretary General for the future growth of IWBF. I was honored when Ulf Mehrens the incoming 
President approached me to stay on as Secretary General. I accepted his request to stay in a volunteer 
capacity as we were not yet financial ready to have paid staff.  
 
I agreed to continue on as Secretary General for one term only until 2018. I did this because I believed it 
would be important that I work with Ulf and the new executive to find my replacement and to be part of the 
transition to paid staff. 
  
I have enjoyed this last four years working in a new capacity with a President and Executive Council that 
assumed completely the role of policy makers while I assumed the role of overseeing the administration 
of the Federation. 
 
There is no question that we have made some amazing growth in this four year period and I am pleased 
that I was proved correct in my assessment that I needed to step back and IWBF needed to make this 
move.  
 
In the past 4 years IWBF has continued to grow in all areas, number of members, number of new and 
exciting world and zone competitions, numbers of International Technical Officials. Our players’ skills 
continue to take the sport to a new level and at the RIO 2016 Paralympic Games we had a chance to 
show the world our progress and our wonderful athletes did not let us down. They proved that wheelchair 
basketball continues to thrive and excite. As in London they played before a world audience who saw not 
only great games but full houses of cheering fans. Wheelchair Basketball sold more tickets in Rio than 
any other sport. That really says it all! 
 
Since my last report in 2014 in Incheon, Korea we held a successful Women’s U25 World Championship 
in China and while there were only 6 countries present we showed our members that U25 is here to stay. 
When we introduced the U23 (Junior Men’s) in 1997 there were eight teams in 2001 there were only 6 
and some said it could not survive. Like the women we saw the number of countries fluctuated at first but 
there is no question now about the viability of the event. We played the U23 Men’s World Championship 
in Toronto, Canada in 2017 where 12 teams from all four zones played to record numbers of internet 
viewers. More important, each Zone had to hold a qualification tournament to get their numbers down to 
what they were allowed to send. 
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In 2014 we took a big chance, we increased the number of teams at the World Championships for men to 
16 and for women to 12. For the first time since 1994 we went back to holding the championships at 
separate locations. Both events were great successes and this year 2018 we once again will bring the 
World Championships together in Hamburg – 28 teams in all playing over 11 days – it will be an amazing 
number of games and I am confident that our world championships will only continue to get better. 
 
At our Forum and Congress, we will discuss a new competition qualification system. I introduced the 
current one in 1998 when I took over Competition. It has served us well till now, but we are growing, the 
number of nations playing in the Zones are growing and we need to look to different ways to get our best 
teams to our top competitions while recognizing the need to be universal in our representation. I look 
forward to healthy discussion on this issue and I hope everyone comes with an open mind to find the best 
solution. 
 
At the first Executive Council meeting after Incheon in 2014 we acknowledged that IWBF had to increase 
its media presence. It was key to our financial success and to the continued growth of the sport around 
the world that the world knew about what was happening on a regular basis. This was a promise from our 
President when he took office and he has certainly lead the way in making it happen. We can be very 
pleased with the growth of the IWBF in this area, our webpage is one we can be proud of, it is regularly 
updated, and more and more is becoming the place to go for news about the sport. Much credit goes to 
Stephanie Gagne who has really grown into the job of Communication and Marketing Manager. While I 
am not up on Twitter and Facebook and Pinterest and Instagram - I know that Steph and others are, and 
this is one other way to keep our name before the world. 
 
As I have in the past I remind you that this is not a one person job – it takes all of us sharing stories, 
sending pictures and letting Steph know what is happening for us to be successful in this area. Just like 
wheelchair basketball – keeping up our media experience requires team work and we must all be part of 
the team. 
 
Over the past two years we have expanded our work force to include 2 full time paid staff and two part 
time paid staff. In addition, we are receiving assistance from FIBA in several very important areas. This 
growth required us to become more accountable and directed. I am pleased with the work done by 
Norbert Kucera in developing the concept of our Operations team. It has taken some time to get in place, 
but we can be very comfortable that we are being served well in this area now. I have enjoyed working 
with Norbert on the transition from the one to the many. I hope I have done my job well in mentoring and 
then getting out of the way as the new era takes over. It is my recommendation that Norbert replaces me 
as Secretary General after I retire at the end of the World Championships. I know that there will always be 
a little bit of the referee in him but I have been so impressed with his transition from “all” Technical to 
Deputy Secretary General in the last year. I know he is ready to take IWBF on the next step of our 
journey. 
 
In 2002 when I became President we were, according to Steve Spilka our treasurer, a few months from 
being bankrupt. A bit of an exaggeration but not to much of one. We were paying a full time Secretary 
General with very little income coming in. I am please to say that we have reversed that now. We have a 
more stable financial picture and with the work being done in marketing and sponsorship our financial 
forecast seems healthy. We must not forget how easy it would be to get in financial trouble if we are not 
careful, but we must also not be afraid to spend when necessary to help our programs grow. 
 
Over the years I have had the pleasure of representing IWBF at both FIBA and IPC. In the last 4 years I 
am pleased to say that Ulf and Norbert have taken on a much more active role with FIBA and IPC as I 
prepare to step down. We are well respected by both of these organizations and I am confident that will 
continue. 
 
In 2017 I was very much involved in the creation of the Association of Paralympic Sports Organizations 
APSO which replaced the old IPC Sport Council. I was elected to the Board of Directors of APSO from 
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2017 – 2021. I believe that APSO has an important job in its role of representing the concerns of 
International Federations on the Paralympic Games calendar to IPC. 
 
I am pleased to report that our membership continues to grow, we will ask you to accept six new 
members into full membership at this Congress. We still have some members who are not fully involved 
in many ways, for many it is finances, for some it is the size of their country and for some it is just not 
being able to find the human resources necessary to get their programs going. I urge the new Executive 
to work with the Zones to try to find a solution to this problem over the next four years. 
 
I am proud of the fact that I have been able to visit each of the Zones at least once in this past four years. 
It has given me an opportunity to get to understand the challenges and the successes of our members in 
a very important way. I was pleased to have Norbert and Ulf also attend many of the Zone events as this 
is a very important opportunity for our members to make contact with them. 
 
I said in 2006 that I believed that the strength of our sport lies in the willingness of our Zones to work for a 
stronger global IWBF. I still believe this. 
 
While our numbers continue to grow in all areas we must not become complacent, we need to always be 
striving to improve, to find a way to listen to the athletes, the coaches, the volunteers and you our 
members if we are to stay the best sport in the IPC movement. 
 
I would like to thank all of the members of the Executive Council for their support over the last twenty 
years since I first became a member of the EC. In particular I would like to recognize the help that I 
received in the early years from Jan Berteling, Ron Coppenrath, Steve Spilka, Ricardo Moreno, Armand 
“Tip” Thiboutot and of course Sir Philip Craven all of whom took time to help me understand what the 
IWBF was all about.  
 
I have enjoyed these past four years working with Ulf Mehrens and the rest of the Executive Council, 
IWBF is fortunate to have such dedicated people working for us.  
 
As I retire as Secretary General some other friends will retire from the Executive Council also, I would like 
to give a very big thank you to Don Perriman and Norbert Kucera for your help to me over the past years. 
 
In our lifetime we all set goals and hope to achieve them. While it is important to work towards achieving 
our goals it is often the journey that is the most rewarding. I believe I have achieved my goal with IWBF, I 
am confident that I am leaving it in good hands. I will watch with pride as IWBF moves forward on its 
journey.  
 
I hope to have the opportunity to meet many of you in the future, I wish you all the best. 
  
Respectfully submitted: 

 
Maureen Orchard 
Secretary General IWBF 
 

 
 



 
Deputy Secretary General - 'Operations' - Report 

 
 
IWBF 'Operations' was established in 2016 to support the work of the IWBF Secretariat 
and to assist the Secretary General in her administrative obligations.  
Furthermore IWBF 'Operations' develop and suggest administrative and innovative changes 
in the structure of IWBF and its Commissions upon advice of the President and the Secretary 
General. 
IWBF 'Operations' is directed by the Deputy Secretary General, Mr Norbert Kucera under 
leadership of the Secretary General, Mrs Maureen Orchard, and has as the following co-
workers: 
Mrs Stephanie Gagne, Communication & Marketing Manager, 
Mrs Mareike Miller, Commission Support Manager. 
Furthermore IWBF 'Operations' activities are heavily supported by FIBA HQ under co-
ordination of Mr Gabriel Zangenfeind (until 11/2017) and Mr Kosta Iliev (since 11/2017) and 
has access to all departments of FIBA HQ. 
 

Some main topics IWBF 'Operations' worked on (2016 - 2018) 
 

GENERAL 
> Assist the Secretary General on all fields of administration on demand 
> Co-ordination of the bi-annual Executive Council Meetings 
> Develop and implementing meeting online registration 
> Co-ordination of IWBF World Forum & Congress 2018 
 

CLASSIFICATION 
> Development and Implementation of an online based Player Classification World Database 
   (PCWDB) in co-operation with the Classification Commission and the Zones 
> Implementation of a player archive with player ID-cards and pictures 
> Restructure of administrative process for Minimal Disability applications  
 

COMPETITIONS 
> Building up and implementing structures for a competition archive backwards to 
   2003. 
> Co-ordination of IWBF athletes insurance for major IWBF events with FIBA. 
> Co-ordination Anti-Doping obligations and activities via staff members provided by FIBA 
> Co-ordination of ball delivery for IWBF major events 
 

TECHNICAL 
> Re-formatted the new Official Wheelchair Basketball Rules 2017 
> Re-formatted the new Comments & Interpretations to the Wheelchair Basketball Rules  
> Develop and implement Referee online database  
> Co-ordination of referee uniforms  
 



 

COMMUNICATIONS 
> Co-ordination of implementing new Communication structures, internal and external 
   (see separate report of communication manager) 
> Developing the new IWBF Website  
> Covering information line of all IWBF media and Fiba daily through communication   
    manager. 
> Assistance in creating 4-Years Activity-Report 2014-2018 
 

MARKETING 
> Co-ordination and implementing structures for marketing presentations 
> Create IWBF branding 
> Co-ordination of partnership agreement between FIBA - Molten - IWBF 
     

DEVELOPMENT 
> Co-ordination of partnership agreement with the International Red Cross (ICRC) 
> Co-ordination of partnership agreement with the United Nations Office on Sport 
   for Development and Peace (UNOSDP) 
 

LEGAL AFFAIRS 
> Assist and co-ordinate legal advises for matters of CLME 
> Re-formatted new IWBF Statutes 
 

OTHERS 
> Project Co-ordination for the Exhibition hall in the FIBA House of Basketball 
> Production of IWBF Wheelchair Basketball promotion clip (with Dirk Nowitzki, NBA) 
> Co-ordinated IWBF presentation at the FIBA-Mid Congress 2017 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  May 2018 

 
Norbert Kucera 
IWBF Deputy Secretary General 
 
 



International Wheelchair Basketball Federation 

 
Technical Commission 

 
 

R e p o r t   2014 – 2018 
to the IWBF World Congress 2018, Hamburg, Germany 

 
 
 

1. The Technical Commission 2014 - 2018 

 
President:  Mr Norbert Kucera, Germany 
Secretary:  Mr Matt Wells, Australia 
Members:  Mrs Tónia Gomez-Ruf, Spain 
   Mr Jorge Bestilleiro, Argentina 
   Mr Steve Spilka, Great Britain 
   Mr Crisitan Roja, Italy (since April 2017) 
 
Sub-Committee Mr Don Steponchev, Canada 
   Mr Ricardo Moreno, Spain 
   Mr José Cardoso, Portugal 
 
Ex-officio Member:  
   Mr Ulf Mehrens, IWBF President, Germany 
   Mrs Maureen Orchard, IWBF Secretary General, Canada 
 

 

2. Activities 

 
2.1 Rules & Interpretations: 

➢ 2014 Official Wheelchair Basketball Rules were published in September 2014, valid 1 
October 2014. 

➢ Comments & Interpretations to the 2014 Wheelchair Basketball Rules were 
published, valid January 2015. 

➢ Version 2 (V2) of the 2014 Wheelchair Basketball Rules were published, valid 1 
January 2016. 

➢ As well an updated version 2 (V2) of the Comments & Interpretations were published 
and valid 13 January 2016. 

➢ Translations in German of the rules and comments were published in June 2016 
➢ Guidelines about the differences in officiating wheelchair basketball was published in 

November 2016. 
➢ Translation of these mechanic modifications is also available in Spanish translation. 
➢ Updates and changes to the rules and interpretations were published, valid 1 

February 2017. 
➢ Translation of the updated rules are available in Spanish. 
➢ 2017 Official Wheelchair Basketball Rules were published in new design, valid 1 

December 2017. 
➢ Complete new edition of the Comments & Interpretations published in new design, 

valid 1 December 2017. 



➢ Translation of the rules are available in Chinese, Spanish and Serbian-Bosnian-
Croatian language. 

 
 
2.2  Nominations: 

➢ Nominations of referees and supervisors for several events were made in the last four 
years:  

 2015 U25 Women World Championship, Bejing, China 
 2016 Paralympic Games, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
 2017 U23 Men World Championship, Toronto, Canada 
 2018 Wheelchair Basketball World Championships for Men and Women, Hamburg, 
 Germany 
 

➢ Additional Nominations were requested to support the exchange program between 
the Zones. All these nominations were made in close co-operation with the Secretary 
General IWBF and the corresponding Zone(s): 

 2015 Asia/Oceania Championship, Chiba, Japan 
 2015 African Paralympic QT, Algiers, Algeria 
 2015 Parapan Games, Toronto, Canada 
 2015 European Championships Men & Women, Worchester, Great Britain 
 
 2017 European Championships A Men & Women, Tenerife, Spain 
 2017 Americas Cup, Cali, Colombia 
 2017 Asia/Oceania Championships Men & Women, Bejing, China 
 2017 Africa Championship, Durban South Africa 
 

➢ Additional nominations of international referee instructors and extra referees were 
made for: 

 2014 Para Asian Games, Incheon, South Korea 
 2015 Fazza Tournament, Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 2016 Friendship tournament, Agadir; Morocco 
 
 
2.3  Examinations: 

Between 2014 and 2018 several examinations for international and zone licenses have been 
held around the world. 

2.3.1 Asia/Oceania: 
Four (4) clinics for examination were held between 2014 and 2018. 
Number of candidates (zone)  16  passed: 10 63 % 
Number of candidates (international) 12  passed: 8 67 % 
 
2.3.2 Africa: 
Five (5) clinics for examination were held between 2014 and 2018. 
Number of candidates (zone)  16  passed: 8 50 % 
Number of candidates (international) 16  passed: 5 31 % 
 
2.3.3 Americas: 
Five (5)  clinics for examination were held between 2014 and 2018. 
Number of candidates (zone)  10  passed: 6 60 % 
Number of candidates (international)   8  passed: 5 63 % 
 
2.3.4 Europe: 
Six (6) clinics for examination were held between 2014 and 2018. 
Number of candidates (zone)  11  passed: 8  73 % 
Number of candidates (international) 11  passed: 6  55 % 
 
 



2.3.5  Worldwide Summary: 

Total occasions to receive the international or zonal referee license:   20 
Number of candidates (zone)  53  passed: 33 62 % 
Number of candidates (international) 47  passed: 23 49 % 
    
 
New zonal and international referees in total:    56 referees 
New referees for worldwide use:      23 referees 
 
2.4  Refresher-Clinics 2014 - 2018 

In the 4 years term all international referees have to be refreshed to may continue refereeing 
in IWBF events from 2018 – 2022: 
 
Statistics are:   Number of Refresher clinics/opportunities: Refreshed 
2.4.1 Asia/Oceania: 05/2015; 10/2015; 01/2017; 10/2017 =   4   16 
2.4.2 Africa:   05/2015; 11/2015; 12/2016   =   3     7    
2.4.3 Americas:  11/2014; 08/2015; 10/2016   =   3   19 
2.4.4 Europe:   10/2015; 10/2016/ 07/2017; 10/2017 =   4   64 
Total          = 14 106 
 
2.5 Number of referees available for 2018-2022 
 
2.5.1 Asia/Oceania: zonal:    13     
    international:   25  
2.5.2 Africa:   zonal:    12 
    international:     8  
2.5.3 Americas:  zonal:     7 

  international:   15 
2.5.4 Europe:   zonal:      9 
    international:   63 
 
Total: IWBF   zonal:     41  
    international:            111  
    TOTAL:  152 
 
2.6 Gender aspect: Female referees  
         zonal international  female    of   total = % 
         
2.6.1 Asia/Oceania  6  4  10  38 26,3 
2.6.2 Africa   1  2  3  20 15,0 
2.6.3 Americas  2  1  3  22 13,6 
2.6.4 Europe  4  6  10  72 13,9 
 
For all the refresher-clinics TC IWBF provided the theoretical test and gave particular and 
directive guidelines for the content of the clinics. 
 
2.7 Retirement of referees: 

In the last four years several referees retired. The Technical Commission expressly like to 
thank all retired individuals for their contribution to our sport and for partially engagement 
over decades for wheelchair basketball! 
 
2.7.1   Asia/Oceania:  retired referees 7 + 10 (not refreshed) = 17 
2.7.2   Africa:   retired referees 4 
2.7.3   Americas:   retired referees 1 
2.7.4   Europe:   retired referees 9 
2.7.5   Total retired or not refreshed referees 21 
 



2.8 Age average of referees (2018) 
 
2.8.1  Asia/Oceania:  40 years 
2.8.2  Africa:   42 years 
2.8.3  Americas:  37 years 
2.8.4  Europe:   42 years 
 
Average IWBF  40,25 years 
 
  
2.9 Clinic for International Referee Instructor: 

The international referee instructor who were selected to serve for IWBF in 2014-2018 had to  
participate in a clinic with special focus to teaching skills, communication and evaluation 
skills. 
In March 2015 this clinic was held in conjunction with a new format to teach young potential 
referees for the future as zonal and international IWBF referees. 
 
19 of the 20 announced instructors were able to attend the clinic which was held from 21-24 
March 2015 in Toronto. 
Instructors are located around the world, in particular in: 
Asia / Oceania 1 
Americas   5  
Africa  1  
Europe   15*                                                     *) 2 announced in 2017 
    

 
2.10 Communication: 

The Communication between IWBF Office and TC is as usual excellent and the TC likes to 
thank Maureen Orchard as Secretary General for a very supportive work for the Commission. 
There were several occasions beside the regular meetings of the Executive Council to meet 
with members of the Commission. As well some opportunities to meet the IWBF President 
beside her meetings with IPC in Bonn were used. 
For nominations TC made contact with the Zone TCs to get more and actual information 
about possible nominees. As well the reports which were given after tournaments are an 
important resource of information about the actual performances of officials. 
 
2.11 U30 Potential National Referees Clinic 

For the first time a clinic for potential national referees was initiated by the Technical 
Commission. After some difficulties to find a suitable host we were happy about an offer from 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada to accommodate the clinic in conjunction with the clinic for 
the international referee instructors.  
11 participants applied for the U30 clinic which was held from 21-27 March 2015 in Toronto, 
Canada.In combination with the instructor clinic the  U30 referees were able to attend in total 
52 hours of lectures, exercises and practical game experience. The participants attend 
lectures of 14 different speakers. A social program, an excursion to Niagra falls and some 
team building events builded up a strong group of young referees. 
The outcome of this clinic for IWBF is very gratifying! 
5 of the 11 candidates passed in the meantime the examinations as zonal and/or 
international referees. The high potential of this referees is also measurable by the 
nominations these individuals got in the last years.  
 
2.12 Referee Subdomain 

The Technical Commission has created a new subdomain to the new website of IWBF. This 
will give the international and zonal referees, supervisors and instructors a platform which 
also can be used for direct communication and exchange of documents, video- and teaching 
material. Furthermore it will keep updated the personal information of the referees to IWBF. 



The Subdomain is administered by a member of the Sub-Committee (José Cardoso) who as 
well created the site for IWBF. In IWBF 'operations' one volunteer will maintain the page 
updated. 
 

 

3. Future aspects: 

 
3.1  Second U30 Potential National Referee Clinic 
 A second edition of the clinic should be contemplated in 2018-2022 
  
3.2 Rejuvenation of Referee Pool 
 With the Decision of the Technical Commission to introduce an age recommendation 
 for the certification age of candidates in 2017 (under 40 for zone candidates, under 45 

for international candidates) a long-term strategy has been started to rejuvenate the 
 age average of our officials.  
 As decided in January 2019 the age recommendation will be set again lower (under 

37 for zonal, 40 for international candidates).  
 In combination with a second U30 project the age of our officials should reached an 
 average you 37 years. 

 

4. Other business 

 
4.1 Retirement as Chairman of the Technical Commission 
 After 20 years as Chairperson of the Commission I decided not to run again for this 
 position. I have had a great time and believe that our sport and our officials have 
 progressed tremendously in a positive direction. The appearance and the 
 understanding of the high expectations from all parties have let 'grown' the 
 professionalism of our referees. The Technical Commission has supported and 
 accompanied this way with all possible efforts. 
 My special thanks go first to all the referees, supervisors and instructors  themselves 
 because they acted in the arenas and on the court. THEY were the ambassadors of 
 our Commission and our work! 
 In these twenty years I had several changes in the composition of five Commission 
 terms. I like to thank all members for their contribution, time and work they did for the 
 sport but also for me!  
 I will leave the Commission in a good mood and wish my successor all the best for 
 the future development of officiating and our entire fantastic sport! 
 
4.2 Recommendation for my potential successor 
  
 As a potential successor for the function as Chairman of the Technical Commission 
 i like to recommend the Italian Cristian Roja, 44 years old international  top referee 
 who serve as a member of the Technical Commission in Europe (since 2015)  and 
 as member of the World TC since 2017. He took over some important  projects in 
 our Commission and solved them with talent in leadership, administrative skills and 
 competence. I know  that he would stay for a stabile continuity of the work the 
 Technical Commission has  done since two decades.  
 

 
 
Respectfully given, Bonn,  May 2018 

 
Norbert Kucera 
Chairman Technical Commission IWBF   



Report to IWBF World Congress from the Chairman of Competition 
 
The last four years on the Board of IWBF have flown by.  It seems like yesterday when you 
elected me to the position of Competition; for which I am truly grateful. 
 
World Championships 
Our World Championship programme has seen incredibly competitive Zonal Championships 
together with World Championships being hosted in China, Toronto and now Germany.  The 
quality on court at these events and the Zonal qualification events gets better and more 
competitive year on year. 
 
Thank you to China and Canada for being marvellous hosts for the World Championships in 
our developing under 25 Women and under 23 Men competitions.  These were both perfectly 
executed events and I know the teams very much enjoyed them.  My thanks also to the teams 
of ITOs who worked well in delivering them.   
 
We are currently working with the LOC of the World Championships for Men and Women in 
the hope to deliver an experience that builds on Incheon and Toronto, providing a magnificent 
showcase for our sport and the best possible arena for our teams to compete. 
 
I have been very pleased with the uptake on nations wanting to host our Championships and 
indeed the interest in the Zones.  Over the next few months we are developing a number of 
documents to support people in bidding and hosting Championships.  This work can be used 
by zones and NOWBs to increase the offer and professional approach we take. 
  
Summer Paralympic Games 
In terms of the Summer Paralympic Games, as we led up to Rio, we were already working on 
Tokyo, and we are currently answering questions on Paris 2024.  The Summer Paralympic 
Games is an ever-evolving feast.  In Rio we saw a slightly diminished programme of games 
from London, and the intention is to reduce this further for Tokyo.  The International 
Paralympic Committee has a view that we should be mirroring the Summer Games as much 
as possible.  We will continue to stand up for the best options for wheelchair basketball and 
champion as many games as possible.  To be clear we do not want the number of games to 
reduce. 
 
Rio was an amazing Games and we sold more tickets for our games than any other sport.  My 
congratulations to Brazil, Rui Marques and his team for a tremendous Games.  I would like to 
thank all the teams who also made the Games a memorable event. 
 
Development of Competition 
We have sought a 3X3 format that would be true to our sport, distinct from 5X5 and increase 
our opportunities to engage in mega events such as the Commonwealth games and World 
Games.  Following research of court based activity looking at physicality and technical skills 
together with a ‘perceptions study’ we met and discussed our options with other stakeholders 
in the world of Sport.  I am pleased to say that a half court 3X3 format for wheelchair 
basketball is now being championed by IWBF.  This provides us with a bite sized game that 
can increase our media attention, marketability and makes the sport far more accessible 



across the globe.  As with it’s able boded version, this is a different game to 5X5, but one 
which we will see new nations become more competitive and an increase in medal 
opportunities.  It is highly likely that we will see new countries emerge as medal winning 
nations. 
 
My thanks to Loughborough University who funded a considerable amount of research with 
The Peter Harrison Centre for Disability Sport in the UK, FIBA for sharing their experience and 
knowledge and British Wheelchair Basketball who supported testing.   
 
Our work for inclusion in the Commonwealth Games ran in tandem with the development of 
a format of 3X3.  The growth of our sport can be achieved with more competition and I have 
been delighted that our work to include wheelchair basketball in the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games in Durban was successful.  I am grateful to Charles Saunders and everyone in South 
Africa who supported our inclusion.   
 
As you may be aware, the Games were then moved to Birmingham, Great Britain, a city where 
I was born and was the Championship Director for the World Championships in 2010.  I am 
pleased to say that we have retained our place in the Commonwealth Games and we are 
working with FIBA and the Commonwealth Games Federation to provide an exciting format 
that will see wheelchair basketball’s position elevated above any other Paralympic Sport. 
 
Game Commissioners 
I would like to thank all the Technical Delegates and Game Commissioners who have worked 
on Championships over the past four years, together with their colleagues. 
 
It has become very apparent the need to recruit, train and develop more Game 
Commissioners.  We have a severe lack around the World of Game Commissioners, and 
particularly a lack of Women.  
 
At the World Championships we have engaged two people with incredible experience in this 
area to meet with people officiating to consider the various aspects of training and key traits 
we are look for in Game Commissioners.  Every part of our Game has a pathway, whether that 
is playing or as a referee.  With the development of a Game Commissioner programme we 
will transition people in to Technical Delegates and broaden our reach across all zones and 
countries.  This is a major priority for the Competition Commission. 
 
Regulations 
A considerable amount of time has been spent reviewing both the regulations and what needs 
to be included in the contracts with nations hosting our events.  We must ensure that we 
capitalise on every opportunity for our teams and the growth of the sport.  The new 
regulations that will be presented at the Congress are rationalised and now include 3X3 and 
new systems for qualification.  We will now develop a set of interpretations. 
 
The development of a new draw system and format for 16 game tournaments aims to balance 
both the quality of teams and the fair distribution of different teams from the same zone.   
 



One key piece of work was the development of a new qualification system for the sport.  This 
was presented in November 2017 and the whole Board both supported this recommendation 
and the recommendation to bring it to the membership as it is of great significance to the 
future of the sport. 
 
The new Qualification system has been devised to achieve two things.  The first is universality; 
to ensure that every zone is represented in Men and Women where a suitable qualification 
event takes place.  The second principal, has often been thought to be contrary to the first, 
which is the best teams in the world competing at the top level of competition. 
 
For many years people have been concerned about top teams earning places for weaker 
teams in their zone and that it did not necessarily reflect the very best teams in the World at 
the Summer Paralympic Games or World Championships. The development of a Repechage 
event allows for those teams who miss out on qualification in their zone to still qualify.  At 
the same time it allows for the best teams in the World to progress whilst allowing every zone 
to have the opportunity for additional places. 
 
At a World Championships we want the very best quality of games and fairness.  A Repechage 
system acknowledges the performance of medal game teams, it acknowledges the diversity 
of the zones and provides an opportunity for teams to compete across zones for the final 
places at our showcase events. 
 
The Repechage also provides a massive marketing opportunity for our nations in hosting such 
an event and we hope to capitalise on the Repechage events to put more money back in to 
our countries and sport.  It is our hope that this event will be good value and we will consider 
all participants when determining host nations. 
 
Crossover work 
I have been the Company Secretary and engaged in development areas for marketing.  The 
development of a Vision, Mission and Strategic Objectives of IWBF have assisted in moving 
the work of the Commission forward and the marketability of the sport.  This is something we 
must all engage in moving forward to support NOWBs, our competitions and our athletes. 
 
A note of thanks 
I would like to finish by thanking the President and Executive, the staff of IWBF, together with 
the Competition Commission, NOWBs and colleagues who have really made a difference to 
Competitions over the last four years. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to particularly thank Maureen Orchard who has been a great 
mentor for so many years and someone who has been more than willing to pass on her wealth 
of knowledge and experience for the betterment of Competition in the world.  Maureen has 
been a great strength and engaging in everything we have achieved over the past four years 
and so much more. 
 
The Competition Commission have been: 
 
Greg Warnecke AUS 



Joanna Sutherland GBR 
Hans Tukker  NED joined 2017 
Marcus Thompson NZL 
Charles Saunders RSA and Africa 
 
Invited members where appropriate 
Don Perriman  Asia - Oceania  
Dirk Cossear  Europe  
Stephen Bach  Americas  
 
Ex-officio members 
Maureen Orchard CAN 
Ulf Mehrens  GER 
 
 
 
 



Classification Report to Congress 

The Classification Commission for 2014-2018 has been: 

Don Perriman  Australia Chairman                                             

Jayne Chilutti  USA                   

Regina Costa  Portugal Classification Officer, Europe           

Eduardo DeGaray Mexico                                   

Anne Lachance Canada Classification Officer, Americas                                    

Loleta Krige  South Africa Classification Officer, Africa                          

Bartosz Molik  Poland 

All are Instructors/Examiners as are: 

TouficAllouche Lebanon Classification Officer, Asia Oceania                                     

Kenny Mackay  Great Britain 

Advisors for minimal disability applications: 

Dinh Tan Trien  France                      

Hans Vorsteveld Netherlands 

The past four years has been a busy time for classifiers throughout the world. 

With the significant increase in the number of tournaments, the requirement to provide 

more International classification panels has escalated. 

Fortunately, there continues to be committed people across the world who are prepared to 

undertake the training and examination process to become classifiers at this level. The 

instructors who have run many clinics over the period are to be commended for their 

patience and willingness to pass on their knowledge and experience to others. 

As expected there have been challenges for classifiers at tournaments, but I am confident 

that these have been met with a professional approach and a transparency that teams can 

appreciate when decisions are passed on. 

The Classification Officers of each Zone have had a substantial workload to deal with, 

especially in Europe and the Americas where with the expansion of the number of 

International tournaments they are now required to attend and nominate panels on a more 

regular basis.  

In Asia Oceania we have seen a notable increase in the number of classifiers, as the Zone 

attempts to have a trained classifier in all active NOWBs. We still have problems identifying 

potential classifiers in Africa, and I urge the Nations from that region to make a concerted 

effort to have people actively involved in classification.    



Classifier Training 

The classifier training program has now been in place for over 5 years, and has proven to be 

a valuable tool in the consistency of our candidate training.  

It is time to review this program, and to identify new Instructors to take the program 

forwards. There have been small changes in the way in which players are observed, and big 

changes in the administration of classification. These need to be taken into account and 

included in the training program for the future. 

This will be one of the challenges for the new Commission. 

We are very fortunate that we continue to attract high quality personnel to our training 

courses, ensuring we have classifiers of the highest calibre in our next generation. 

The Classification Database 

One of the most frustrating issues for classification has been the fact that all Zones had a 

database of their own players, and IWBF had a central database of players who have been 

to major tournaments – World Championships and Paralympic Games. This created 

problems when players moved across Zones or changed countries, often requiring several 

days of correspondence to clarify a player’s status and class. 

Thanks to a huge effort by Jose Cardoso, Norbert Kucera and Mareike Miller, and the Zone 

Classification Officers, we now have a comprehensive database of all players from across 

the world which can be accessed by classifiers online. 

This has already proven to be an extremely useful tool, and will only increase in value as 

classifiers become familiar with using it.  

Meeting of Classifiers 

In 2016 a meeting of classifiers from across the world was held in Malle, Belgium. 

This was a valuable opportunity for classifiers to exchange ideas on the future direction of 

classification and to ensure that all classifiers have a clear understanding of the current 

manual and are working to the same philosophies and standards at all tournaments. 

It highlighted that each Zone has similar problems such as multiple languages, large 

distances and diverse cultures, but also that each Zone has some problems unique to their 

region. 

The opportunity for classifiers from all over to learn from each other and to offer their 

opinions on a variety of issues facing us was well received by all participants. 

It is proposed that this be a regular event on the calendar, and thanks are to Wouter Terryn 

and the Belgian Federation for their organisation and hospitality. 



Research 

In the past IWBF has been limited in the degree of research that we can do into our 

classification system. This has been due to both financial constraints and lack of personnel 

who have the competency and time to undertake research into our system.  

We are fortunate that in the last four years e have seen s some progress in this area. 

At the classifiers meeting in Belgium, International classifier Sonja Mohnen of Germany 

presented her Masters research project in which she looked at validating the various classes 

in basketball by using force and range measurements. Her research found that the volume 

of action that we describe as being available to each class corresponded with her 

measurements to a statistically sound degree. While this was not a particularly large sample, 

it was large enough to draw some comforting conclusions about our delineation of classes. 

Osnat Fliess-Douer and Davidah Koseff are two classifiers from Israel who are also 

undertaking research into basketball classification, again with a view to validating our 

system and/or proposing changes to improve it. 

They have recruited a number of experts in our game – coaches, administrators, players and 

classifiers to assist with questionaires as part of their initial research, and expect to expand 

their brief as they receive relevant answers. 

It is through research such as these examples that IWBF can continue to proclaim our 

system is both accurate and clearly defined. It is one of the key elements that the IPC 

Expects from International Federations that they can justify their classification with solid 

facts based on research. 

Minimal Disability Applications 

IWBF Operations has now taken on the task of administering the applications for player 

eligibility. This has streamlined the process significantly, however there are till some reas for 

improvement. 

Nations applying for a player’s eligibility are reminded that all documents must be in English, 

with letter confirming translation if relevant, be current preferably within the last 6 months, 

have assessment from an independent source, not someone from within their own 

Federation, and have a clear chronology of events. 

The Classification Commission is looking a formulating a player registration form which may 

help countries with this. It is hoped to have this available after the World Championships. 

I take this opportunity to thank Hans Vorsteveld and Dinh Tan Trien for their continuing 

input to his difficult task of evaluating and approving players for IWBF tournaments. 

 



Relationship with IPC and the Classification Code 

The IWBF continues to have a good working relationship with the IPC, despite some areas of 

classification in which we disagree. 

The most fundamental of these is the right to bring any athlete who is eligible to play to the 

Paralympic Games, regardless of their classification status. The IPC is adamant that any 

player who has not been Internationally classified is not permitted at the Games, while 

IWBF is of the opinion that it is the team that qualifies and they may bring any athlete that 

they wish expecting that they can be classified at the Games if necessary. 

In Rio we had a situation where basketball could not bring any unclassified players, yet there 

were some sports that were allowed to classify athletes at the Games. It is this level of 

inconsistency that is frustrating to IWBF.  

However, the IWBF remains committed to the IPC Classification Code. We are of the belief 

that IWBF is compliant with the philosophies and intent of the Code, even though there are 

some differences in the wording of various regulations. We continue to work with the IPC to 

clarify any points of difference. 

The IWBF has regularly attended the IPC Heads of Classification meetings, where all sports 

gather to discuss issues of common interest and look at ways in which we can help each 

other improve our standards and processes. It is expected that this will continue in the 

future. 

Summary 

As most of you know I am not standing for re-election to the position of Commission Chairman at 

the 2018 elections. 

After 20 years in this position, I believe it is time for someone else to take over and drive the 

Commission going forward. In my “new” position as Secretary-General of AOZ I have a good work 

load, and I see this as an opportunity for me to contribute to the organisation in a very different 

way. 

I am extremely proud of the way the role and the concept of the classifier has progressed in my time 

as Chairman. I especially believe that we have made great progress in gaining the trust and respect 

of the players and teams as we have made a strong effort to be more open and approachable about 

our deliberations and decisions. 

We have made several key improvements to the game, in particular the implementation of strapping 

for all players, securing them to the wheelchair. Many of us can remember the days when a player 

would fall from the wheelchair during a game and there would be a cushion, a wheelchair and a 

player in different places on the court and the game would stop until all was re-configured. This also 

has led to a re-interpretation of the impact of strapping on a players’ classification. 



We now have a verification meeting which takes the administration out of the training time. 

Previously this was done during a team training session, and it was often the case that it took up to 

half of the session. Now it is all done before and teams do not lose valuable training time. 

We have an online database for all players, and a comprehensive training and examination program 

for new classifiers. 

I would like to thank all classifiers, players and coaches for the support and respect they have shown 

me in my time as Chairman. 

Finally I would like to thank the Board, and particularly Maureen Orchard, for the support you have 

shown me over the last 20 years. My work would have been far more difficult without this support. 

I look forward now to working with you all in a different capacity. My love of the game has not 

diminished and I hope can continue to contribute in a meaningful way. 

Don Perriman – Chairman (retiring) Classification Commission 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Report Commission for Legal Matters and Eligibility 2014-2018 

 

In the past four years CLME dealt with a lot of situations of individual players, 

we welcomed new members and worked on the Statutes for the new company 

under Swiss law. The appeals committee had to come into action to deal with 

official complaints. And the new Doping Regulations in line with the WADA 

code were approved by the EC. 

Players: 

We had several requests for change of nationality. In most cases we could 

approve this. In two cases players with official refugee status were granted  

wheelchair basketball nationality of their new country. That means they can 

play IWBF tournaments but not in the Paralympic Games as long as they don’t 

have citizenship of the country. 

 

Membership: 

In this period the following countries have applied for membership and this is 

approved by the Executive Council: 

India, Afghanistan, Cyprus, Norway, Indonesia, Uganda and Estonia.  

At the Hamburg Congress we can provide you with a list of all member 

countries of IWBF. 

 

Four countries changed the membership of IWBF to another organization, 

“new” members are: 

Argentina: Federacion Argentina de Basquetbol Adaptado 

Portugal: Portuguese Basketball Federation 

Russia: Russian Federation of Sports for persons with Physical Impairment 

Lebanon: Lebanese Basketball Federation 

 

Statutes:  

In 2014 Congress agreed with the transfer of IWBF to Switzerland. With much 

help of the FIBA lawyers we changed our Constitution into Statutes for the new 

organization in Switzerland. The new Statutes are on the Agenda of the 2018 

Congress. 

  



Appeals Committee: 

We are pleased that we hardly ever needed an appeals committee, but In 2015 

we received official complaints. An Appeals Panel with Jon Burford 

(chairman)Sergio Campos and Douglas Jones reviewed the complaints and 

advised CLME. As a result the Executive Council took disciplinary action and a 

person was suspended due to breaking the Code of Ethics.  

 

As you can see I will not mention the names for reasons of confidentiality. 

 

This is a brief overview of the work of CLME in the past four years.  

I would like to thank Maureen Orchard, Norbert Kucera, Benjamin Schindler, 

Gabriel Zangenfeind, Jan Berteling, Jon Burford, Sergio Campos, Dug Jones, 

David Jeacock, Jelle Witvoet, Stephanie Gagne, all EC members and everybody 

else who helped me through these four years. 

 

Francisca Ravestein. 

 

 



4 Years Activities Report 

 

Submitted by: Toufic Allouche, member at large 

The past 4 years were a great experience being on the IWBF EC, along with people with 

great experience and achievements always ready to share and serve. 

My 4 years activities on board of the IWBF EC: 

➢ Attendance: I attend to all the IWBF EC council but one as I was in Chennai, India, helping 

the WBFI in the perpetrations of their first U23 team. 

➢ Participation: During the IWBF EC meetings I participated in most of the discussions, and 

shared my experience and learned from the other EC members’ experiences. 

➢ Members at larges status: After the first meeting of the elected EC I put forward to the 

IWBF EC president my opinion about what a member at large job description should be. I 

hope that this my proposal will be taken in consideration. 

➢ Cooperation with International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC): The NGO that I belong 

to in Lebanon (Tripoli Disabled Sports Association TDSA) had set a long term cooperation 

strategy with the ICRC, using wheelchair basketball as agent of empowerment, 

strengthening resilience, conflicts management and transformation, and promoting 

inclusion and diversity. We presented to ICRC a 3 years strategic plan, we hope it will be 

accepted. 

• The plan is simple, but effective, mostly in communities suffering from violence or 

refugees due to violent events. 

• The TDSA is ready to share its experience with any organization affiliated with IWBF or 

any other Paralympic sports. 

End, 

 

 

 

 

  

 



CONGRESS REPORT 
 
 
I have been elected as the member at large during the IWBF congress in 2014. 
 
I tried to participate in most of the board meetings which were held two times in a 
year at various places.  
 
I shared my opinions and experiences when ever needed during the board meetings. 
I tried my best to contribute to the marketing strategies of IWBF. I represented 
several marketing cases we realized in Turkey as sample projects. 
 
I tried to carry the issues related with the Turkish Federation and/or Turkish 
Wheelchair Clubs to the zone federations or to IWBF. 
 
I tried to link the World Championship 2018 with the possible sponsors . I wanted the 
sponsorships of some known wheelchairs companies for this important event. I think 
I had a small role with one of the sponsorship agreement. 
 
I tried to make all the duties which were given by the IWBF board. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Demirhan SEREFHAN 
Member At Large 
IWBF 
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Four Year Report 
 

 

IWBF Africa Executive Committee 

In 2015 IWBF Africa held its Congress in Staoueli, Algeria to elect the new Executive Committee to stand for the next four years. 

The outgoing Executive Committee comprised of the following; 

 

Name Designation Country 

Hamid EL AOUNI President Morocco 

Nasser Al Sayed Youssef Vice President Northern Region Egypt 

Adoki Obereniene Tamunosiki Vice President Central Region Nigeria 

Richman Ndindwa Vice President Southern Region South Africa 

Nico Viviers  Technical Officer South Africa 

Loleta Krige  Classification Officer South Africa 

Shawn Moorgas (Appointed) Secretary General South Africa 

  

The incoming Executive Committee was elected until Congress 2018 and included the following; 

 

Name Designation Country 

Hamid EL AOUNI President Morocco 

Halimi Rabah Vice President Northern Region Algeria 

Olawale Adebukola Olopade Vice President Central Region Nigeria 

Yoliswa Lumka Vice President Southern Region South Africa 

Charles Saunders  Technical Officer South Africa 

Loleta Krige  Classification Officer South Africa 

Shawn Moorgas (Appointed) Secretary General South Africa 
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Africa Membership 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Countries  Countries 

Algeria  Algeria 

Angola  Angola 

Cameroon   

Egypt   

Gabon   

Gambia   

Ghana   

Kenya  Kenya 

Libya   

Mauritius    

Morocco  Morocco 

Nigeria  Nigeria 

South Africa  South Africa 

Sudan   

Zimbabwe  Zimbabwe 

 

 

New Membership Status 

Ethiopia Pending 

South Sudan Pending 

Gabon Pending 

Senegal  Pending 

Swaziland New 

Men National Teams Women National Teams 
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Major Competitions 
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Skills Capacity 
 

2015 

Type of Workshop/Clinic Grading 

Technical: 9 Males and 3 

Females 

 
Classification: 7 Males 

 

 

2016 

Type of Workshop/Clinic Grading 

Technical: 16 Males & 2 

Females 
  

Classification: 4 Males and 1 

Female 
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2017 

Type of Workshop/Clinic Grading 

Technical: 5 Males & 1 

Female 

  
Classification: None - 
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Development 
 

IWBF Africa has adopted a direct approach to technical and classification development within Africa. This focused 

effort has resulted in the end goal of the call up of technical officials to three successive Paralympics and various 

World Championships. Through our development process we have increased our zonal based referees and classifiers 

as well. In so doing we are able to effectively disseminate the knowledge and experience gained through 

international exposure across Africa. 

This however has influenced the coaching and game development to be more the responsibilities of the regions and 

also individual countries. Although regions and countries have progressed there is still a great need now to further 

improve the coaching and game development within Africa. It is the goal of IWBF Africa to access certain supporting 

funding mechanisms to achieve this as our current budget only allows for the management of the zone and its 

qualifying events. 

Although coaching and game development have seen various levels of success with countries what is emerging 

within Africa is the new development. This development although far from international standard, indicates that 

Africa is still developing wheelchair basketball in both the men’s and women’s game. 

Stand out examples is the development of the women’s game within Africa with eight countries having national sides 

that can compete within qualification tournaments. For the first time a women’s team, Algeria, represented Africa 

within the Rio Paralympics.  

Under 23 Development has also progressed within various countries however ever changing circumstances within 

the regulations of sporting bodies are affecting these programs as funding avenues are put under demanding 

pressures.  

New development has been monitored within, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Gabon, Senegal and more recently Swaziland. 

Currently Ethiopia has nine men’s teams and eight women’s teams from six regions actively participating in 

wheelchair basketball activities. South Sudan are also noted to have 62 players, four coaches and four referees 

nationwide with basketball courts in three states. This development is funded through various avenues however still 

remains a challenge for all countries in Africa.  
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Current African Calendar 
 

 

 

 

 

2018

•Men’s & Women’s World Championship – Hamburg, Germany 17 to 26 August 2018

•IWBF Men’s & Women’s 3x3 World Championship –Durban, South Africa 15 & 16 December 2018

•Qualification tournaments for 2019 U25 Women’s World Championship –TBA , 29 June to 8 July

2019

•The 12th African Games - Equatorial Guinea 20 to 30 September

•U25 Women’s World Championship TBA, 28 June to 7 July

•IWBF Africa Paralympic Qualification Games –– TBA, 15 to 24 November 2019

2020
•Paralympic Games – Tokyo, Japan – 25 August 2020– 6 September 2020

•Qualification tournaments U23 Men’s World Championships

2021

•U23 Men’s World Championship – TBA, June 2021

•All African Games TBA, September 

•Qualification tournaments for 2022 World Championships – TBA, November 2021

•IWBF Africa 3x3 ActionBall – Durban Beach Front - December 2021
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Conclusion 
 

Funding has always been a challenge within Africa. However over the last four years an increasing influence of the 

following has placed even more pressure Africa’s development and include; 

 Changing World Economy; 

 Politics (withdrawal of funding from Africa); 

 Inclusion of Federations within International Paralympic Committees (IPC); 

 Stricter sporting regulations medal goals which are directly related to future funding; 

 Prioritized support to medal winning codes;  

 Stricter sponsorship requirements; etc. 

These influencing factors have affected all countries within Africa and the need for alternative funding options has 

become a much needed avenue for national teams to consider. These alternative funding also have their own 

limitations. Therefore, IWBF Africa in moving forward will seek to identify and pursue alternative funding mechanism 

to support the development of wheelchair basketball within Africa. Our progress achieved with regards the technical 

and classification development is to be maintained and further improve which will in turn provide countries with up 

to date knowledge and experience on the changing requirements of the world stage. 

IWBF Africa acknowledges that development is slow within this zone however we feel that if we continue with the 

end goal of continuous development, the zone will retain its place to compete on the world stage. 

 

Hamid EL AOUNI- President IWBF Africa               Shawn Moorgas- Secretary General 
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IWBF America’s Zone 

Report 2014- 2018 
 
 
 
 
IWBF America’s Zone Executive Committee: 
 
President Cristina Roselló (URU) 
Vice-President Central American Region Juan Alberto García 
Vice-President North America Region Jeff Downes 
Vice-President South America Region José Herrera Poncio 
Treasurer Maureen Orchard (CAN) 
Competition Officer Steve Bach (CAN) 
Technical Officer Jorge Bestilleiros (ARG) 
Classification Officer Anne Lachance (CAN) 
Development Officer Dilka Benitez (PUR) 
Secretary General O. Sergio Durand (MEX) 
 
In the region there are 22 countries affiliated with IWBF 
 
 Most have a continuous activity and when the number of national teams is not enough they are integrated 
into the competences of neighboring countries. 
 
A plan of regional competitions was made in this period but they have not been able to be fulfilled due to 
the economic problems in Central America and in South America. 
 
Since 2015, communications between the different countries of the region (Classifiers, Referees) have 
intensified and the level has been improved. WhatsApp groups have been created. 
 
In 2017 we were introduced to the new online IWBF classification data base. We are looking forward to 
being able to use the data base for all our events in the future.  
 
Referees and classification clinics have been coordinated together with those responsible for each area 
 
The project is for each country to have classifiers, referees certified by IWBF and in the near future that 
coaches are also certified. 
 
Throughout this period, we have counted on the support of Maureen Orchard more than as treasurer, she 
has always advised us, she has shown us the path that best benefits the region and the family of the IWBF.  
 
Steve Bach has always helped us and if necessary we have made several video calls and when there are 
language barriers because in our region there are 17 Spanish speaking countries we have had the 
collaboration of Dilka Benitez 
 
For the future, it is important to continue working as a team and intensify the communication and 
development of wheelchair basketball in the region. 
 
ACTIONS DEVELOPED IN THE AZ-IWBF: 
 
South American Para Regional Games - Men’s Qualification Tournament for the Toronto 2015 Para 
Panamerican Games 
In 2014 -March 25 – 30- the South American Para Regional Games were held in Santiago, Chile 2014.  
  
IWBF Americas approved the Games to be used as the men’s qualification tournament for the Toronto 
2015 Para Panamerican Games scheduled for August 2015. The top three teams will move on to play at 
the Para Panamerican Games which will be the qualifier for RIO 2016 Paralympic Games. 
  
Men’s Results 
Argentina won over Brazil 55 – 47 in the Gold medal game 
Colombia defeated Venezuela 74 – 42 for Bronze. 
Argentina, Brazil and Colombia advanced to the Para Panamerican games in 2015 



 
IWBF America’s Zone 

Report 2014- 2018 
 
 
 
  
Women’s 3x3 Results 
About the women’s side, IWBF Americas supported a 3x3 tournament. This 3x3 event was showcased for 
the first time in an official event with the new court dimensions with two baskets. Final standings had 
Argentina win Gold, Colombia with Silver and Peru with Bronze and Venezuela finishing fourth. 
  
Representing IWBF Americas team were: 
TD: Maureen Orchard (CAN). ATD: Steve Bach (CAN). CLASSIFIERS: Anne Lachance (CAN), Marco 
Alves (BRA), Roberto Sanchez (ARG). REFEREE SUPERVISOR: Jorge Bestilleiro (ARG) 
REFEREES: Matias Quintana (ARG), Cristian Colombati (ARG), Marcus Gama (BRA), Pedro Vasquez 
(CHI), Karen Molina (COL), Hebert Gonzalez (URU), Lester Tovar (VEN), Jose Galindo (VEN), Jaime 
Oseguera (USA)  
  
On June 7-19, 2014, 5 Teams from the AZ-IWBF participated in the Women World Champs held in 
Toronto, Canada and they occupied these places in the Tournament: 
  
1º    Canada 
4º    USA 
10º  Mexico 
11º  Brazil 
12º  Peru 
  
And on July 13-15, 2014, 4 Teams from the AZ-IWBF participated in the Men World Champs in Incheon, 
Korea occupying these positions: 
  
2°    USA 
10º  Colombia 
12º  Argentina 
14°  Mexico 

In 2014 2 Officials of the AZ-IWBF assisted to Ecuador –Cristina Roselló and Jorge Bestilleiro- to 
prepare National Classifiers and Referees. 
  
Central American and Caribbean Qualifier Tournament for Men to the Toronto 2015 Para-
Panamerican Games 
  
In this Tournament -held in the City of Guatemala, Guatemala, November 1-6, 2014-, were defined 3 slots 
for the Toronto 2015 Para-Panamerican Games. Two of these 3 slots were for Teams from  
  
this Region, and the third slot was a Wild Card open to any team from the Continent participating in this 
event. 
  
The Final positions of the Tournament were: 
  
1 Mexico 
2 Venezuela 
3 Puerto Rico 
4 El Salvador 
5 Nicaragua 
6 Guatemala 
7 Costa Rica 
8 Honduras 
  
For that reason qualified for Toronto 2015 Mexico, Venezuela and Puerto Rico; consequently, these 3 
teams will join to Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, USA and the host Country Canada in the Para-Panamerican 
Games Tournament for men. 
  



 
IWBF America’s Zone 

Report 2014- 2018 
 
 
 
 
Central American and Caribbean Qualifier Tournament for Women to the Toronto 2015 Para-
Panamerican Games 
  
This Championship was held in the City of Cali, Colombia March 1-7, 2015, qualifying for Toronto 2105 the 
Teams from Brazil (Gold), Argentina (Silver) and Peru (Bronze). 
  
From March 8–14 was planned to have the Women Qualifier Tournament from the Central American 
and Caribbean Region to Toronto 2015 in Mexico City, but unfortunately this tournament was canceled 
because only were registered 3 Teams, which were: El Salvador, Guatemala and México –consequently- 
these 3 Teams qualified directly to the Toronto 2015 Para-Panamerican Games Championship. 
  
COURSES:  
  
The Zone had courses for both referees and classifiers in almost all competitions. The competitions “B” and 
the Club Championship were used to identify potential new referees and classifiers to be eligible to come to 
the Zone championships as candidates for the Zone level license.  
  
Other Actions: 
  
Some countries have been supported for the AZ-IWBF with information for their National Tournaments.  
  
The AZ has been helping to some Players to play in Europe. There are players from USA, Canada, Mexico, 
Colombia, El Salvador, Brasil and Argentina playing in different teams from Germany, Italy, Spain, etc. 
  
Diffusion of News in the America’s Zone IWBF by E mail, elaborating, translating and publishing press 
releases, results, etc.  
  
Documents used during this Period: 
Bid application document to host the Tournaments. Different memos. The contract between the AZ and the 
interested NOWB’s to organize Qualification Tournaments. Entry Forms. Official Invitations to the 
tournaments. Registration Forms for officials and classifiers (Entry fee formats, Registration lists, IWBF 
Referee Refresher Registration Form, Zone Referee Candidate Registration Form). Agendas for the 
America’s Zone Executive Committee Meetings. Minutes of Congresses and Assemblies. General 
Regulations of the AZ. Clinic’s programs. AZ Directory, etc. Also the majority of these documents were 
translated English – Spanish or Spanish – English. 
  
Communications Exchange with the organizations and persons who manage our sport in their respective 
countries to help them to develop their wheelchair basketball programs, and also to encourage them to 
apply for membership in the IWBF. In addition, communication with other Players, National Referees, 
Managers, Administrators, Classifiers and people interested in our sport in America (and from other 
continents) for the benefit of the America’s Zone (in Spanish and English). 
  
Santiago de Chile, May 2016, Andina Cup with the participation of Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru, Uruguay and 
Chile. 
 
In the different countries of this region there are economic problems but the Andina Cup was OK and 
Classification of South American Cup in Cali Colombia: Uruguay and Peru. 
  
Cali Colombia, June 2016 with the participation of Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Venezuela and two 
countries to rank first and second in the previous tournament, Uruguay and Peru.  
 
Classification for the American Cup in Colombia 2017 Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Venezuela and 
Uruguay. During both tournaments classification clinics were held, attendees obtained national certification 
examination (Argentina, Colombia, Venezuela and Chile) and one classifier of Peru obtained zonal 
certificate. All approved by the IWBF. 
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Attendees created groups supervised by more experienced classifiers. 
  
Referee’s clinics were held in both tournaments and obtained their licenses zonal and national. 
  
During the Rio 2016 Paralympics Game several technical and classifiers attended and observed a high 
level tournament. 
  
Costa Rica October 2016 Central American and Caribbean Tournament.  
 
During 2016 a survey was made to all American countries on what the needs of each country and most 
sought cooperation of the IWBF in training coaching, referees and classifiers. 
  
Besides, we are making the necessary efforts to let Paraguay take part of wheelchair basketball in the 
region. 
 
CLASSIFICATION AZ-IWBF 

 
In this period (2014-2018)  classification panels were  assembled  to  cover  12  American  Zone  events 
(see Annex 1). 
 
5 Classification clinics were held (see Annex 2). 
 
4 classifiers received their international classifier certification, 4 received their zone classifier certification 
and 16 received their national classifier certification. 
 
Our zone was also represented on 4 international classification panels (see Annex 3). 
 
At the moment, our zone can count on the services of 3 international instructors, 8 international classifiers, 
 
4 zone classifiers and 26 national classifiers (see Annex 4). 
 
In  2015  our  classifier  chairperson  for  the  zone -Eduardo  De Garay   (Mexico)-  stepped down. Anne 
Lachance (Canada) was elected as the  new classification chairperson for the  AZ. 
 
Since 2015 we implemented a new approach to player and  coach meetings and  developed protocols for 
our classifiers to follow. We also developed detailed classification guidelines to guide our new and existent 
classifiers during tournaments. The protocols and guidelines were made available in English and  Spanish. 
 
In 2017 we were  introduced to the  new  online IWBF classification data base.   We are  looking forward  to 
being able to use the  data base for all our events in the  future. 
 
In the  coming years  we are  looking at  identifying opportunities for our  zone classifiers to  try for their 
international certification  as well as for our  national classifiers  to  try for their  zone certification.  We are 
also looking at continuing to strengthen our  skills at conducting collaborative player-coach meetings as well 
as arriving at correct classifications for all players. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Anne Lachance, IWBF international Classifier and  Instructor 
 
ANNEX 1 
 
AMERICAN ZONE CLASSIFIER ASSIGNMENTS 2014-2018 
 

2014: 

March Andina Cup Santiago, Chile Anne Lachance HC 
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Marco  Alves 

Roberto Sanchez 

October Central America and  Caribbean 
 

Championship 

Guatemala        

City, GUA 

Jayne Chilutti HC Maria 

Luisa Sarmiento Wadi 

Isaac Salim 

Ana Daisy Ramirez 

2015: 

August Parapan American Games Toronto, Canada Jayne Chilutti HC Isabel 

Sampaio Roberto 

Sanchez Maria Luisa 

Sarmiento Fritz De Jong 

Karen Ferguson 

March Women’s South  American 
Qualifiers 

Cali, Colombia Eduardo DeGaray  HC 

Patricia Reis 

Wadi Isaac Salim 

2016: 

May Andina Cup Santiago, Chile Roberto Sanchez HC 

Cristina Rosello 

Patricia Reis 

June South  America Championship Cali, Colombia Anne Lachance HC 

Maria Luisa Sarmiento 

Isabel Sampaio 

October Central    America    and     
Caribbean 

 

Championship 

San     Jose,     
Costa 

 

Rica 

Jayne Marie Chilutti HC 

Wadi Isaac Salim 

Ana Ramirez 

2017: 

January AZ U23 Qualifiers Buenos            

Aires, Argentina 

Roberto Sanchez HC 

Eduardo DeGaray 

Patricia Reis 

March Youth Parapan American Games Sao Paulo, Brasil Isabel Sampaio HC 

Karen Ferguson 

Victor Gil 
April South           American           

Women's Championships 
Lima, Peru Maria Luisa Sarmiento HC 

Jayne Chilutti 
Wadi Isaac Salim 

August America's Cup Cali, Colombia Anne Lachance HC  
Karen Ferguson  
Roberto Sanchez 
Doug  Garner 

2018: 

January Para  Central American Games Managua, 
Nicaragua, 

Eduardo DeGaray HC  
Ana Daisy Ramirez 
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ANNEX 2 
 
AMERICAN ZONE CLASSIFICATION CLINICS 2014-2018 

 
2014 

August Zone  and  International 
Level 

Toronto      Women’s      World 
Championships Toronto, 
Canada 

Anne Lachance, inst. 

2016 

March National Level Andina Cup, Santiago, Chile, Roberto Sanchez, inst. 

June National and  Zone  
Level 

South                           American 
Championships,                Cali, 
Colombia 

Anne Lachance inst 

October National and  Zone  
Level 

Central          America          and 
Carribean Championships San 
José, Costa  Rica 

Anne Lachance, inst. 

2017 

April National Level South     American     Women’s 
Championships Lima, Peru 

Cristina Rosello, inst. 

 

ANNEX 3 
   

 
AZ CLASSIFIER REPRESENTATION IN INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 

   

2014 
World Women’s 
Championships 

July 2014 Toronto, Canada Sonia Ribeiro 

2015 
U25           World           
Women’s 

 

Championships 

July 2015 Beijing, China Anne Lachance 

2016 
Paralympics August  2016 Rio de Janeiro, Brasil Sonia Ribeiro 

2017 
U23              World               
Men’s 

 

Championships 

June 2017 Toronto, Canada Anne Lachance 

Jayne Chilutti 

Eduardo De Garay 
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ANNEX 4 
 
2018 LIST OF AMERICAN ZONE CLASSIFIERS 
 
INSTRUCTOR LEVEL: 
 

CAN:                   Anne Lachance (Int 2002; Inst 2006) (lachancea@aei.ca) 
 

MEX:                     Eduardo DeGaray  (Int 1992; Inst 201(efdegaray@hotmail.com) 

USA:                   Jayne Chilutti (Int 2007; Inst 2012) (nwbaclass@yahoo.com) 
 

INTERNATIONAL LEVEL: 
 

ARG:                   Roberto Sanchez (Int 2007) (robertosanchez46@hotmail.com) 
BRA:                   Sonia Ribeiro (Int 2001) (soniaproesa@gmail.com) 

Patricia REIS (Int 2014)( patriciacarvalhofisio@yahoo.com.br) 
Isabel Sampaio (Int 2014) (isabelsampaio@osite.com.br) 

CAN:                   Karen Ferguson (Int 2009) (ferka@nb.sympatico.ca; 
 

PER:                    Maria Luisa Sarmiento (Int 2014) (marialuisa_167@hotmail.com) 
URU:                   Cristina Rosello (Int 1996) (ururosello@adinet.com.uy) 
USA:                   Doug  Garner  (Int 2006) (dgarner728@aol.com)  

 
ZONE LEVEL: 

 
ELS:                        Ana Ramirez (Zone  2014) (amatista.ra@gmail.com)  

PER:                    Victor Gil (Zone  2016) (pulpofino@hotmail.com)  

PUR:                   Wadi Salim (Zone  2014) (wadiisaac@gmail.com)  

GUA:                  Zulmi Rivas (Zone  2009) (zullore@gmail.com) 
 
NATIONAL LEVEL: 

 
ARG:                   Valeria Ferreyra  (National 2016) (laquimera11@gmail.com) 

Gaston Espil (National 2016) (gastonespil@yahoo.com.ar) 
Martin Grasseto (National 2016) (martinangogra@yahoo.com.ar) 

Laura Pegola (National 2013) (lapagola@yahoo.com) 
BOL:                     Graciela Ruiz (National 2016)(aleicargsucre@hotmail.com) 

 

COL:                    Lina Marcela Lozano (National 2016) (marcelitalozano-18@hotmail.com) 

Maria Camila Manzano (National 2016)  (camicasi1093@gmail.com) 

Rodrigo Rincon (National 2016) (roneini15@hotmail.com) 
Dolly Suarez  (National 2011) (dorosoaft@hotmail.com) 

 

CHL:                      Renan  Alvarez (National 2016)(renanalvarez@hotmail.com) Sebastian 

Sandoval (National 2016) (sebasandovalm@hotmail.com) Brenda  

mailto:lachancea@aei.ca
mailto:(efdegaray@hotmail.com
mailto:nwbaclass@yahoo.com
mailto:robertosanchez46@hotmail.com
mailto:soniaproesa@gmail.com
mailto:patriciacarvalhofisio@yahoo.com.br
mailto:isabelsampaio@osite.com.br
mailto:ferka@nb.sympatico.ca
mailto:marialuisa_167@hotmail.com
mailto:ururosello@adinet.com.uy
mailto:dgarner728@aol.com
mailto:ra@gmail.com
mailto:pulpofino@hotmail.com
mailto:wadiisaac@gmail.com
mailto:zullore@gmail.com
mailto:laquimera11@gmail.com
mailto:gastonespil@yahoo.com.ar
mailto:martinangogra@yahoo.com.ar
mailto:lapagola@yahoo.com
mailto:aleicargsucre@hotmail.com
mailto:marcelitalozano-18@hotmail.com
mailto:camicasi1093@gmail.com
mailto:roneini15@hotmail.com
mailto:dorosoaft@hotmail.com
mailto:renanalvarez@hotmail.com
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Fernandez (National 2016) (fernandezgesell@gmail.com) Freddy  

Quesada (National 2016) (fquezada.ind08@gmail.com) Claudia 

Niklitschek (National 2016) (cniklitschek@hotmail.es) 
CRC                    Kathia Medrano Canales (kamedca@gmail.com) 

 

Ana Marcela Jimenez Delgado (anamarcelajimenezdelgado@gmail.com) 

Sebastian Alfaro Alarcon (terapia.sa.alarcon@gmail.com) 
DOM:                  Eden  Carvajal Abreu  (National 2012) (edentecnico@gmail.com) Eladio 

Agramonte (National 2012) (eladioagramonte51@gmail.com) 
JAM:                   Joyce Graham Royal (National 2009) 

 

HON                    Wendy  Waleska Espinal Romero (wendyespinalromero85@yahoo.es) 

MEX:                     Irma Rebeca Mora  (National 2009) (nanomoraz@hotmail.com) 
PUR:                   Wilfredo R. Ramos  Viera (National 2012) (ramos.viera@gmail.com) 

Dialma Ortiz (National 2012) (dorialma@yahoo.com) 
VEN:                   Lester Tovar (National 2016) (lestert31@gmail.com; lestert31@hotmail.com) 

Serrano Tibisay (National 2011) (atletascondiscapacidad@hotmail.com) 

 
ACTIONS – DEVELOPMENT – IWBF AZ 
 
The data collect for 2017 Development IWBF Americas for Wheelchair Basketball (North, Central, South 
& Caribbean) survey at  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T3FZQ76  
  
Q1: Country / País  

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Argentina 5.00%               1 

Bolivia 0.00%               0 

Brasil 5.00%               1 

Canada 5.00%               1 

Chile 5.00%               1 

Colombia 10.00%             2 

Costa Rica 5.00%               1 

Cuba 0.00%               0 

Ecuador  0.00%               0 

El Salvador 5.00%               1 

mailto:fernandezgesell@gmail.com
mailto:ind08@gmail.com
mailto:cniklitschek@hotmail.es
mailto:kamedca@gmail.com
mailto:anamarcelajimenezdelgado@gmail.com
mailto:alarcon@gmail.com
mailto:edentecnico@gmail.com
mailto:eladioagramonte51@gmail.com
mailto:wendyespinalromero85@yahoo.es
mailto:nanomoraz@hotmail.com
mailto:viera@gmail.com
mailto:dorialma@yahoo.com
mailto:lestert31@gmail.com
mailto:lestert31@hotmail.com
mailto:atletascondiscapacidad@hotmail.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T3FZQ76
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Guatemala 10.00%             2 

Honduras 5.00%               1 

Jamaica 0.00%                0 

Mexico 5.00%                1 

Nicaragua 5.00%                1 

Panama 5.00%                 1 

Paraguay 0.00%                 0 

Peru 5.00%                 1 

Puerto Rico 5.00%                 1 

Republica Dominicana / Dominican Republic 5.00%                 1 

Trinidad & Tobago 0.00%                 0 

United States of America 5.00%                 1 

Uruguay 10.00%               2 

Venezuela 0.00%                 0 

TOTAL 20 

  
            Q2: Your country have Federation or Association of wheelchair basketball, independent of 
National Paralympic Committee / Hay Federación y/o Asociación de Baloncesto en Silla de Ruedas su 
país, independiente del Comité Paralímpico Nacional 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Yes / Si 85.00%                    17 

No 15.00%                     3 

TOTAL 20 

             
Q3: Total Female athletes / Total de mujeres atletas           

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

0  15.00%                     3 

1 - 10 25.00%                     5 

11 - 20 10.00%                     2 
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21 - 50 30.00%                     6 

51 - 100 5.00%                       1 

101 - 199 5.00%                       1 

200 - 299 5.00%                      1 

300 - 399 5.00%                      1 

400 - 499 0.00%                       0 

+500 0.00%                       0 

TOTAL 20 

  
Q4: Total male athletes / Total de los atletas masculinos 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

0  0.00%                       0 

1 - 10 0.00%                       0 

11 - 20 5.00%                       1 

21 - 50 25.00%                     5 

51 -100 25.00%                     5 

101 - 199 10.00%                     2 

200 - 299 10.00%                     2 

300 - 399 10.00%                     2 

400 - 499 0.00%                      0 

+500 15.00%                    3 

TOTAL 20 

  
Q5: Total of youth athletes / Total de atletas juveniles 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

0  0.00%                       0 

1 - 10 40.00%                     8 

11 - 20 10.00%                     2 
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21 - 50 30.00%                     6 

51 - 100 10.00%                     2 

101 - 199 5.00%                       1 

200 - 500 5.00%                       1 

TOTAL 20 

  
Q6: How many teams / Cuantos equipos 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

0  0.00%                       0 

  
1 - 5 

  
35.00%                     7 

6 - 10 15.00%                     3 

11 - 20 20.00%                     4 

21 - 50 20.00%                     4 

51 - 100 10.00%                     2 

TOTAL 20 

  
            Q7: 2017 Yearly Championships / Torneos Anuales 2017 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Yes / Si 95.00%                    19 

No 5.00%                       1 

TOTAL 20 

  
                        Q8: Playing 2017 Championships / Torneos 2017 Jugados 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Women's / Femeninos 5.00%         1 

Men's / Masculinos 30.00%        6 

Mixed (Women's & Men's) / Mixto (Femenino & Masculino) 40.00%        8 

Women's IWBF CHAMPIONSHIP / TORNEO IWBF Femenino 0.00%          0 

Men's IWBF CHAMPIONSHIP / TORNEO IWBF Masculino 25.00%        5 
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TOTAL 20 

  
Q9: How many championships were held in 2017 / Cuántos campeonatos realizó en 2017 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

0 10.00%                2 

1 - 5 75.00%                15 

5 - 10 5.00%                   1 

11 - 20 0.00%                   0 

21 - 50 0.00%                   0 

+ 51 10.00%                 2 

TOTAL 20 

  
Q10: How IWBF can help in the development of wheelchair basketball in your country / Como IWBF 
podría ayudar al desarrollo del baloncesto en silla de ruedas en su país. Comments / Comentarios 
  
1.    Nicaragua:“Implementación de cursos de entrenadores, árbitros y clasificadores 
“We need courses for coaches, referees and classifiers”. 
  
2. Peru: I consider it important to intensify the training work for official basketball judges adapted and 
grant greater possibility to national classifiers for events outside of Peru. In this way we would increase 
our number of specialists in the area. 
  
3. El Salvador: “Promocionando clínicas para entrenadores y árbitros financiados por la IWBF, ya que en 
nuestro medio los recursos son muy pocos” 
"Promoting clinics for coaches and referees financed by the IWBF, because we have a small amount of 
capital for this type of training”. 
  
4. Puerto Rico: “Facilitando clínicas regionales y torneos de fogueo”. 
“Providing regional clinics and more championships”. 
  
5. Colombia: “Continuando con el apoyo que viene prestando hasta este momento. Asignando a 
Colombia como sede de eventos internacionales. Nuestra federación Colombiana de deportes para 
personas con discapacidad física viene impulsando el desarrollo de este deporte con el aporte 
significativo del ministerio del deporte COLDEPORTES. Este año continúa el proceso la entrenadora 
nacional Ana Cardoso y bien temprano se iniciaron las clínicas en formación o inicio al BSR en 
Colombia. Dilka......Saludos desde Colombia”. 
“Continuing with the support that has been provided up to this moment. Assigning Colombia as the venue 
for international events. Our Colombian federation of sports for people with physical disabilities has been 
promoting the development of this sport with the significant support of the sports ministry 
COLDEPORTES. This year the process continues with the national coach Ana Cardoso and the clinics in 
will starts early this year in the in training or start to wheelchair basketball  in Colombia. Dilka ...... 
Greetings from Colombia”. 
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6. Mexico: SENDING COACHES TO TRAIN THE MEXICAN TEAMS 
  
7. Chile: “Con más capacitaciones de árbitros, clasificadores y entrenadores”. 
“More courses for referees, classifiers and coaches”. 
  
8. Argentina: “Realizando clínicas de entrenadores de basquetball”. 
“Providing training for basketball coaches clinics”. 
  
9. Uruguay: “La IWBF podría ayudar a nuestro país con materiales para la implementación de una 
escuela de basketball en silla de ruedas. los problemas son económicos como en el resto de América”. 
“The IWBF could be help our country with materials for the implementation of a creation wheelchair 
basketball school. Our problems are economic like as the rest of America”. 
  
10. Republica Dominicana / Dominican Republic: “Con las capacitaciones a arbitros, entrenadores, 
colaboadores, a los y las jugadoras o atletas. Es importante que este organizmo IWBF se acerque a las 
autoridades gobernamentales (Ministerio de deporte-Consejo Nacional de Discapacidad) tambien a la 
federacion de Baloncesto de los atletas sin discapacidad, para que podamos aunar efuerzos juntos”. 
“Training of referees, coaches, collaborators, players. Is very important that the IWBF comes close to the 
national legislation from the Ministry of Sports and Disability, also to the Basketball Federation of Athletes 
without disabilities, for us to work together”.  
  
11. Canada: Assistance with development of referees, coaches and opportunities to play the sport.  
Further develop the 3v3 game and keep costs to attend tournaments down. 
  
12. Honduras: “Es importante el apoyo de la IWBF para el desarrollo de este deporte , es el primer torneo 
de la liga nacional de baloncesto sobre ruedas  que estamos desenrollando en Honduras con 5 equipos”. 
“It very important that the IWBF support for the development of this sport, it is the first tournament of the 
national basketball league, with 5 teams that we are developing in Honduras”. 
  
13. Guatemala: “Que en los eventos que realiza, que no cobren cuotas muy altas. Capacitando 
entrenadores y cobro más bajo de inscripciones y cuotas de membresía”. 
“That in the events they do, the entry fees is too high or expensive. Training for coaches and lower 
registration fees and membership fees”. 
  
14. Costa Rica: “Desarrollar cursos de capacitación a entrenadores. Desarrollar competiciones 
regionales (mínimo 1 anual) para aumentar el nivel de competición en la zona”. 
“Development training courses for coaches. Development regional competitions (1 year minimum) to 
increase the level of competition in the area. 
  
15. United States of America: Evaluate entry fee to IWBF events as expensive and does allow us to use 
monies for development in United States. 
  
16. Panama: “Clínicas de baloncesto, Seminarios para árbitros, Seminario para entrenadores”. 
“Basketball clinics, courses for referees and coaches”. 
  
17. Brasil: Help in capacitating people, referees and classifications to have ability to teach new athletes 
and staff. And  we want new events here, because now we have our training center. 
                                                                                     
After analyzing the results and individual responses all comments; my suggestion to IWBF is to get to 
agree with AGITOS and they will be support us with a grants to offer courses for coaches, classifiers and 
referees without cost to the countries including airfare, accommodation and per diem. This is a good way 
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that the IWBF can help in the development of wheelchair basketball in their countries. Also is very 
important for all IWBF Executive Boards and countries to grants for assistance for world and forum 
congresses. We need to work with the entry fees for championships, every country has issues to get the 
money for submit the payment. Is too hard get sponsors and sometimes, country qualifies for a next level 
but advancing is not possible due to the payment of going to representing the country but don’t getting the 
money for pay the entry fee, airplane tickets, uniforms and sport equipment.          
                                                                         
In 2017 the IWBF AMERICAS Championships: Women’s and Men’s America’s Cup, August at Colombia. 
The 10 Men’s team: Argentina, Brasil, Canada, Costa Rica, Colombia, Mexico, Puerto Rico, United 
States, Uruguay and Venezuela; and 5 Women’s team: Argentina, Brasil, Canada, Colombia, United 
States. The women’s teams qualified to 2018 World Championship at Hamburg, Germany: United States, 
Canada, Brasil and Argentina & men's teams qualified to 2018 World Championship at Hamburg, 
Germany: United States, Canada, Argentina and Brasil.   
  
Some’s players from AMERICAS are playing in EUROPA League.  
  
In 2017 I was at Cuba for vacations and not official meetings. 
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156191190629052&set=g.453099841511521&type=1&thea
ter&ifg=1  
 
Cuba: Basketball is the sport that unites us. Our thanks to Carmen Suyapa Cubas Zelaya of Honduras for 
the contact of the FIBA AMÉRICAS 3X3 Coordinator of Cuba. Ricardo Fernandez, FIBA3x3 Coordinator 
of Cuba. Who works for the Basketball Federation of Cuba, he has made events to classify Cuba for the 
Central American and Caribbean Games in Barranquilla in 3x3. Received at the airport by Ricardo 
Fernandez and Jose Luis Díaz Valdes, who have represented Cuba in basketball before. 
 
December 26, 2017: Interview with Alejandro Lazo, Television Director, TeleRebelde in the field of the 23 
which acrylic basket donated by NBA Cares. 
 
December 28, 2017: A small capsule with visuals announcing the visit of the IWBF AMERICAS 
Development Officer at Meridiano Deportivo TeleRebelde Channel 2 and 10 is presented. 
 
December 29, 2017: In Meridiano Deportivo TeleRebelde Channel 2 and 10 at 12:00 pm published by 
Alejandro Lazo, Television Director to Ricardo Fernandez, Coordinator FIBA AMERICAS 3x3 of Cuba 
and Dilka J. Benitez Ortiz, Development Officer of IWBF AMERICAS & President of Puerto Rico 
Wheelchair Basketball Federation (FEBASIRU). Following the publication of the interview, the cause and 
interest for the first time that a wheelchair basketball game was played, which was the final for the Men's 
Gold Medal for the Rio 2016 United States vs Spain. 
 
December 30, 2017: Meeting with Raymundo Vilar, INDES Cuba; Ricardo Fernandez, FIBA AMERICAS 
3x3 Coordinator of Cuba and Dilka J. Benítez, Development Officer of IWBF AMERICAS and President of 
Puerto Rico Wheelchair Basketball Federation (FEBASIRU). It was possible to discuss the standing 
status of Cuba in the IWBF and the importance of participating in competitive sport again. The 3x3 
Wheelchair Basketball Rules, 2017 Wheelchair Basketball Rules and Classification Manual were 
presented. The importance of promoting collective sports in the 3x3 and 5x5 formats. They will be 
working with a project to promote the Wheelchair Basketball. 
 
January 1, 2018: To begin the year TeleRebelde Channel 2 and 10 Final presentation of the Women's 
Gold Medal Rio 2016 United States vs. Germany.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156191190629052&set=g.453099841511521&type=1&theater&ifg=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156191190629052&set=g.453099841511521&type=1&theater&ifg=1


 

 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 

The past four years for the Asia Oceania Zone have seen some great highs and some 

disappointing lows. Fortunately the lows were in the first half of the quadrennial and have now 

been put behind us, allowing the zone to move forward to where we are to-day. 

 

During the Asian Para Games held in Korea in October 2014, there were a number of incidents 

involving clashes between members of the Zone Executive. The IWBF World Executive was 

forced to intervene, resulting in the dismissing from office of the residing President in August 

2015. Shortly after the Secretary-General resigned, leaving the Zone without key leaders as they 

prepared for the Paralympic Qualification Tournament. 

 

Fortunately for the Zone, IWBF Secretary-General Maureen Orchard was able to take up much 

of the work required for this tournament, and in conjunction with the JWBF they ran a very 

successful tournament in Chiba, Japan in October 2015. 

 

At this time a new Executive for the Zone was elected as follows: 

 

President:      Mr Saad Alazmaa  - Kuwait 

Vice-President East Asia:   Mr Osamu Kotaki  - Japan 

Vice-President West Asia:    Ms Anisa Alhooti  - Oman 

Vice-President South East Asia:   Mr Ang Kean Koo  - Malaysia 

Vice-President Oceania;    Ms Lorraine Landon  - Australia 

Treasurer:    Mr Phatt Krissana  - Thailand 

Classification Officer:   Mr Toufic Allouche  -  Lebanon 

Technical Officer:   Mr Matt Wells  -  Australia 

 

Appointed as Secretary- General:  Mr Don Perriman  - Australia 

 

To date this AOZ Executive has worked extremely hard to organise tournaments, clinics for 

referees and classifiers, and to create development opportunities throughout the Zone. The 

Executive has been able to meet on three occasions since their election, whilst maintaining good 

communication electronically between meetings. 
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Tournaments 

 

The following tournaments have been completed within the Zone 

 

2014 Asian Para Games – Incheon, South Korea 10 men’s teams, 4 women’s teams 

2015 AOZ Championships & Paralympic Qualifier – Chiba, Japan 12 men & 3 women 

2017 U23 World Championship Qualifier – Bangkok, Thailand, 6 teams 

2017  ASEAN Games – Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 5 teams 5x5 and 3x3 

2017 AOZ Championships and World Championship QT – Beijing, China, 14 men & 4 women 

2018 Asia Para Games Qualifier – Bangkok, Thailand, 8 men & 6 women 

2018 Asia Para Games Qualifier – Amman, Jordan, 6 men 

To be held October 2018 – Asian Para Games, Jakarta, Indonesia, 10 men & 6 women 

 

Also there are annual tournaments as follows: 

Fazza    Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 8 men 

Bali Cup   Denpasar, Indonesia  4 men & 4 women 

Mitsubishi World Challenge  Tokyo, Japan  4 men 

Kitakyushu Cup   Kitakyushu City, Japan 4 men 

Osaka Cup   Osaka City Japan, 4 women 

 

A qualifying tournament for Tokyo 2020 will be held late in 2019. The format of this is yet to be 

finalised. It is important for the Zone that teams with only a slight chance of qualifying are not 

alienated in the process, and their enthusiasm does not drop away. 

International Officials 

 

The Zone has been able to hold clinics to train and examine both referees and classifiers at 

several tournaments in the last 3 years. 

 

The standard and number of referees in the zone has increased significantly due to the excellent 

work of zone Technical Officer Matt Wells. He has been fortunate to have the assistance of 

IWBF Technical Chairman Norbert Kucera on a number of occasions, which has contributed 

greatly to the success of the teaching clinics. 

 

The Zone is particularly pleased with the number of female referees now officiating within the 

zone and we hope to see some on the World stage in the future. 

 

When elected, Zone Classification Officer Toufic Allouche pledged to the countries that he 

would do all he could to have a trained classifier in all NOWBs in the Zone. This is certainly on 

target to happen, with a number of new Zonal and International classifiers now active within 

their country and the Zone. 
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Development 

 

1) Female players 

 

One of the priority issues identified by the new Zone Executive was the need to develop more 

women’s teams to play, particularly in Asia.  

 

To address this a camp was held in Chon Buri, Thailand in 2017 where over 80 participants from 

13 countries came together for a week of concentrated training and great fun learning the skills 

of the game.  

 

This camp was brilliantly led by two renowned coaches, Irene Sloof from Netherlands and Ines 

Lopes from Sweden. The value of this initiative was confirmed when 6 women’s teams took part 

in the 2018 qualifying tournament for the Asia Para Games. For 4 of these teams it was the first 

time they had ever competed at an International tournament. 

 

The camp could not have been the success it was if not for the financial assistance of the IPC 

Agitos Foundation, the Asian Paralympic Committee and the World Wheelchair Express 

Foundation. 

 

It is hoped that another women’s development camp can be held early in 2019, to further 

promote wheelchair basketball to the women of Asia. 

 

2) NOWB Structure 

 

With the assistance of IPC Agitos Foundation funding and utilising IWBF World resources, the 

Zone was able to address the issues facing new NOWBs as they begin their International 

journey. 

 

In June 2016 in Hyderabad, India, a four day technical camp was held to assist the Wheelchair 

Basketball Federation of India in their formative era. This series of lectures and workshops 

encompassed all areas of the game, including governance, technical rules and refereeing, 

classification and coaching. 

 

The Indian Federation and the Zone are indebted to Maureen Orchard, Norbert Kucera, Toufic 

Allouche and European Development Officer Maurice Hammerton for giving their time and 

providing extremely informative sessions at this camp. 

 

It is hoped that this program will be a blueprint for all Zone as new NOWBs join and ask for 

assistance in their initial stages. 
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Summary 

 

Despite some difficulties several years back, the zone has been able to focus on going forwards 

and is now in a good position. 

 

We have more teams playing, men & women, than ever before, we have more International 

officials and we have great interest from countries that wish to become members of IWBF as 

they can see a future in the game for their team. 

 

The challenge going forward is to keep the momentum we have developed over the last 2 years.  

One of the key elements of any organisation is good communication. In the Zone we have some 

Nations that are very good at communicating with the Secretariat, and others that are poor. We 

are constantly working to improve this situation. 

The Zone has slowly been able to build a small positive bank balance over the past 2 years. This 

will give us the opportunity to implement some of the initiatives we hope to undertake in 2019. It 

remains a challenge to maintain a positive bank balance and deliver good programs for our 

countries.       

The Zone Executive is committed to providing our members with every opportunity to play and 

to grow the game throughout the zone. 

We look forward to working with the new IWBF Executive Board in the next 4 years to deliver 

quality programs and tournaments for our members. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saad Alazmaa report 

President Asia-Oceania zone 

 

 

Activities in AOZ: 

• As president of the AOZ, working with a solid group on the AOZ 

EC, my main duty was to follow up with the activities put forward 

and reported by the AOZ secretary general. 

• The past 3 years were my first experience as president of a zone 

and member of IWBF EC, therefor there was a lot to learn. 

Day to day activities: 

• Read and answer emails from the AOZ SEC GEN 

• Daily communication with west Asian NOWB to make sure they 

are on track 

• Follow up with the AOZ activities  

Long term activities: 

• Plan for zone meetings 

• Follow up with AOZ tournaments managements 

Activities with IWBF: 

• Attend to meetings where I missed two meetings due to health and 

family situations 

• Follow up with emails and information 

End, 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Congress Report 2014 – 2018 
Walter Pfaller President IWBF Europe 

 

Foreword  
 
I as president but I also think all the members of the Executive Board who are new in 
their function, but also those who have been in various functions for the IWBF 
Europe before knew that it will be a great challenge to succeed the succession of 
President Jan Berteling and Secretary General Ron Coppenrath. Jan and Ron have 
been developing and decisively shaping the IWBF Europe for decades. Ron was not 
just a secretary, he lived wheelchair basketball like no other.  
 

Ron was also instrumental in the countless work and developments in the various 
commissions. On 7th June 2017 Ron Coppenrath left us forever. Wheelchair 
basketball Europe and wheelchair basketball in the world lost a personality which will 
be very difficult to replace. Wheelchair basketball not only lost a great personality 
with a lot of expertise, but first and foremost a friend and I am grateful that I could 
feel this friendship for many years. It is not to express in words what Ron has done 
for our sport. Still, I simply want to say THANK YOU.  
 

2015 
 
Congress 
 

At the IWBF Europe Congress 2015 in Worcester, the following Executive Board 
members were elected for the period 2015 - 2019. 
 
Walter Pfaller  President   Austria 
Malcolm Tarkenter  Vice-president Great Britain  

Fernando Zappile  Treasurer   Italy 

Dirk Cossaer   Competition  Belgium 
Regina Costa  Classification  Portugal 

Tonia Gomez  Officiating   Spain 

Maurice Hammerton Development           Great Britain  
Avi Lehrmann  Member  Israel 
Zarko  Tomsic  Member  Slovenia 



Frits de Jong   Secretary-General  The Netherlands 
Petr Tucek   Secretary-General  Czech Republic (from 1.7.2017) 
  

Personnel  
 
At the Executive Board Meeting in Zwickau in 2016, we co-opted Münir Gökmen, 
Turkey, for public relations and marketing. 
 

The first half year was marked by the diverse work in the commissions, and the 
distribution of tasks with the definition of competences. The goal is to place the IWBF 
Europe on several strong pillars.  
 
Petr Tucek became the new Secretary General of IWBF Europe from 1.7.2017.  
 

 
2016 
 
Marketing 

 
The overall aim for the near future is to create new funding streams through 
sponsoring and fundraising and to professionalize marketing activities.  
 
It was necessary to find and develop other possibilities for external funding. For this 
reason, the IWBF Europe started a collaboration with a professional marketing and 
sales consultancy (Mehr. Consulting GmbH).  
 
Important tasks and results: 
 
Facilitation of a marketing workshop with an IWBF Europe marketing working group 
in Turkey 2016  
Market research and sparring with international experts  
Ongoing consultancy and meetings with marketing commission  
Development and design of a new modern website to address  
potential sponsors and to attract new spectators  
Consultancy and development models regarding earnings through selling TV-rights  
Development and design of sales pitch 
Development of sponsorship proposals and packages  
Concept and production of image spots available on Social Media (Youtube) 
First moves regarding potential sponsors and European Union funding programs  
Active acquisition of new partners and sponsors 06/2017-07/2019 
Development of a strategic outline for a crowdfunding campaign as an additional 
possibility to raise fundings.  
Over 50 international companies have been contacted so far, further negotiations 
with the following companies:  
Backaldrin (international sport sponsor/ ÖOC partner)  
Ascendor (international stairlift / elevator provider)  
  



 

Look & Feel  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Competitions  
 
On the 2nd of March 2016, the EuroLeague preliminary round was successfully 
completed with numerous competitions. End of April as usual the final Andre 
Vergauwen, Willi Brinkmann and Challenge Cup was succeeded.  
 

ChampionsLeague Final 
(Zwickau/GER) 

1st CD Ilunion Madrid  

2nd RSV Lahn-Dill 

3rd Unipol Sai Briantea84 Cantu 

 
 

European Championship for Women U25 
(Exleben/GER) 

1st Great Britain 

2nd Germany  

3rd Turkey  

 
 

European Championship B 
11.-17.7.2016, Sarajevo/BIH 

1st France 6th Croatia 

2nd Lithuania 7th Austria 

3rd Bosnia & Herzegovina 8th Slovenia 

4th Russia 9th Portugal 

5th Latvia 10th Ireland 

  
France and Lithuania have promoted to Division A. 
Portugal and Ireland have relegated to Division C. 
 

The Paralympics 2016 in Rio were very successful for IWBF Europe: Both men and 
women could win silver and bronze. Among the men silver went to Spain and bronze 
to Great Britain. In the women's competition silver went to Germany and bronze to 
The Netherlands. Congratulations to the successful Nations. In addition to the 
medals, there were a great number of outstanding placings, among the men, all 5 
European Nations were among the top 8. 
 
  



 

Paralympic Games 
7.-18.9.2016, Rio/BRA 
 
Fantastic result for European Nations in male and female competition 
 

Men 

1st USA 6th Australia  

2nd Spain 7th The Netherlands 

3rd Great Britain 8th Germany  

4th Turkey  9th Japan 

5th Brasil 10th Iran 

 

Women 

1st USA 6th China 

2nd Germany 7th Brazil 

3rd The Netherlands  8th France 

4th Great Britain  9th Argentina 

5th Canada 10th Algeria 

 
U 22 European Championship Men: (Qualification for the U 23 World Championship 
2017 in Toronto). The search for an organizer turned out to be more difficult than 
expected. Different reasons were responsible for it. Temporal problems (date 
Paralympics Rio), then there were political incidents like in Turkey and again some 
financial issues. In the end, the Italian association took over the U 22 European 
Championship in Lignano, Italy, which was then carried out at the beginning of 
January 2017. 
 

European Championships for Men U22 
Lignano/ITA 
 
The first five teams are qualified for the World Championship U23 held in Toronto, 
Canada 2017!  

 

1st Turkey 

2nd Great Britain 

3rd Germany 

4th Italy  

5th France 

 

6th Israel  

7th Spain 

8th The Netherlands  



2017 
 

Competitions  
 
This year, for the first time a new format was introduced in the 
EuroLeague/ChampionsCup with quarterfinals and Final Four. This mode proved 
itself to 100%. The games were consistently at the highest level and it was once 
again demonstrated how professional wheelchair basketball has developed. All four 
games from the Final Four were broadcasted live with best quality. For the upcoming 
European Championships A in Tenerife, the first time in history of wheelchair 
basketball the TV-rights were sold.  
 
 

 
 
 

Further important points:  
 

1. Free weekend for national players: For the first time in Europe two free 
weekends in the season 2017/18 (beginning of January and weekend around 
Easter) were introduced. To give the National teams the opportunity to 
practice with their teams on these two weekends no games should be 
scheduled at the National Leagues.  
 

2. Evaluation: ChampionsLeague and EuroLeague 
The format will be slightly revised. There should also be a discussion 
regarding the naming (ChampionsLeague vs EuroLeague) for the highest 
competition, with the goal of even more professionalization to arouse more 
interest in the media. The Final Four in Tenerife was a high-class competition 
which was carried out in early May 2017 

 
  



World Championships for Men U23 
8.-16.6.2017, Toronto/CAN 

 

1st Great Britain 

2nd Turkey 

3rd Australia  

4th Japan 

5th Germany  

 
 
European Championships A 
19.6 - 1.7.2017, Tenerife/ESP  

 
Men 

1st Turkey 

2nd Great Britain  

3rd Germany  

4th The Netherlands  

5th Spain 

6th Poland 

7th Italy 

8th Israel  

9th France 

10th Switzerland  

11th Lithuania  

12th Sweden 

 
Women 

1st The Netherlands 

2nd Germany  

3rd Great Britain  

4th France  

5th Spain 

6th Turkey  

 
 
  



 

European Championships for Men C 
25.-28.7.2017, Brno/CZE 

 
Hungary participated for the first time!  
 

1st Belgium 

2nd Czech Republic 

3rd Ireland 

4th Portugal 

5th Serbia 

6th Greece 

7th Hungary  

 
 

ChampionsLeague Final 4 
 

1st CD Ilunion Madrid 

2nd MIA Briantea84 Cantú 

3rd RSV Lahn-Dill 

4th RSB Thuringia Bulls 

 
 
Club Competitions 
 
Ongoing positive development. For the first time the IWBF Europe received more 
club-registrations for international club competitions 2018. Usually there are 57 spots. 
Due to the fact that there are 66 teams who want to compete, there will we qualifying 
rounds.  
 
 
 

2018  
 
Competitions  
 
ChampionsLeague Final 4 
Hamburg/GER 

1st RSB Thuringia Bulls 

2nd CD Ilunion Madrid 

3rd Unipol Sai Briantea84 Cantú 

4th RSV Lahn-Dill 

 



EuroLeague 1 Final 
 

1st Galatasaray S.K.  

2nd Bidaideak Bilbao 

3rd BJK RMK Marine 

4th The Owls 

5th Kardemir Karabükspor Kulübü 

6th Interwetten-Coloplast  Sitting Bulls 

7th BG-Baskets Hamburg 

8th London Titans WBC 

 

 
EuroLeague 2 Final 
 

1st Sheffield Steelers 

2nd BSR ACE Gran Canaria 

3rd Le Cannet 

4th BKIS "Nevskiy Alyans"  

5th Köln 99ers 

6th Only Friends 

7th ASD Handicap Sport Varese 

8th GSD Porto Torres 

 
 
EuroLeague 3 Final 
 

1st SSD Santa Lucia 

2nd ASD S. Stefano Sport 

3rd Izmir BB Genclik VE S.K.  

4th Mideba Extremadura 

5th KKI VRBAS Banja Luka 

6th Rhine River Rhinos Wiesbaden 

7th Les Aigles de Meyrin 

8th Leopards de Guyenne Bordeaux 

 

  



Qualification Tournaments 

 
Group A 
Saint Avold/FRA 

1st Engelli Yıldızlar Istanbul 

2nd Red Dragon's Saint Avold  

3rd National Youth Team FRA  

4th SC Antilope 

5th Coyotes 

 
 
Group B 
Ankera/TUR 

1st Balıkesir Büyüksehir Belediye SK  

2nd Gazişehir Gaziantep Sport Club 

3rd Güçlü Eller Engelliler SK  

4th Atlas Greece 

 
 
 

 
 

TOTAL 
 
 

 

  



Goals  
 
1. Further Professionalization of ChampionsLeague and EuroLeague 
2. More cooperation with National associations and National clubs  
3. Install a platform for trainers  
4. Intensification search and acquisitions sponsors for increased financial power and 
stability  
5. Development and promotion of development work in the smaller Nations.  
6. Establishment 3 against 3 mainly in smaller Nations for example Norway, 
Denmark, Finland (Nordcup) 
 
 

 

Closing Remarks  
 
As president, I will try together with my executive board everything possible to 
develop wheelchair basketball in Europe and to establish the IWBF Europe as a 
brand. Furthermore, there should be an ongoing close cooperation with FIBA World. 
There is a very good relationship and a good conversation basis shown with the 
participation in the FIBA congress in Dublin 2016 and in Berlin 2017 where I had the 
opportunity to present wheelchair basketball. I would also like to say thank you for 
the good cooperation with IWBF President Ulf Mehrens, Norbert Kucera and 
Maureen Orchard. Finally, I also would like to thank all Nations and clubs for their 
understanding with one or the other issue and for the very constructive and good 
cooperation.  
 
 
Walter Pfaller  
President IWBF Europe  
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